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MIN publiſhed ſome Diſcourſes upon 
our Liturgy, I am induced to venture 
the following abroad, chiefly upon the 
aagment and will of my late Dioceſan 
| i Brother, good and great in all characters, and 
ever to be ſo mentioned by me, when acknowledged by 
I all; before whom they were firſt preached, and to 


| whom with others they ſeemed then and ſince ſervice» 


; able to promote the ſame end, viz. the orderly con- 
duct and edification of our people in the publick wor- 
| bp. Many of the refletions or rather reprebenſi- 
ons upon the vulgar Errors, if I may ſo call them, 
| mentioned in this firſt Sermon, are to be found in thoſe 
| Diſcourſes : But being there ſcattered in different 
| places, and brought in occaſionally, they are, I fear, 
attended to no otherwiſe than as paſſengers, who are 


| generally forgotten as ſoon as paſſed. Wherefore I have 


| bere collected thoſe errors into one view, cloathing each 
with its particular abſurdities, and turning and ſhew- 
ing it to every light, And that the greater attention 
may be given to them, I have not only put them to- 
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get her, but alſo by themſelves, without the inter. 4 
mixture of weigbtier matters that might leſſen or di. felf 


r „ \ cau 

I ſime ſhould wonder, why I have choſen ont ani ef 

dwelt ſo much upon matters in appearance trivial, the 

obvious and abjeR, below the dignity and condeſcenſun WM for 

of the Pulpit and even of the Preſi; tho" it might all 

e a ſufficient as well as true apology for my doi the 

this, becauſe others have not; yet I can neither cal SA 

or think any thing mean, too low or little for a Mini. 755 

ſter in God's Church, which promotes the higheſ} end 5 

in it, the honour of his holy worſhip. For as David of 
* made that noble anſwer to Michol, when ſhe deridel bef 
bim as expofing himſelf among the vulgar, in dancin AN 

before the Ark, 1 will be yet more vile than thus, lf 

and I will be baſe in my own fight: So 7 foul WW ,,1 

be gladly content to have the thoughts in theſe Sermon Ml pof 

eftcemed low and the language contemptible to the tu „ 


and criticiſm of the politer world; if they ſhall be 
found to promote in our people a better knowledge and 
attendance on the Sanctuary and Service of God. Nit 
that any Writer or Preacher ever was or will be 4 
tofer by ſuch condeſcenſions. For as David well knew 
and ſaid, that for this humble but real af of piety, 
tho' a jeſt to the houſe of Saul, he ſhould in general be 
had in honour before the daughters of Iſrael; / 
. we find thoſe Authors who have accommodated their 
tracts of piety to the capacities of the common body of 
Chrifiians, however reliſbed or rejected by men of re- 
finement, have met with the moſt general reception 
and approbation among the judicious, as well as reli- 
Zious, part of mankind. YN OS 


Not but excellency of Hyle is a real excellenc in it 


fat, and moſt uſeful for the Chriſtian Clergy; be- 


cauſe when added to ſound doftrine it becomes a pow= 
erful inſtrument of converſion z and that not only on 


the illiterate ranks of men, who cannoi attend to the 
force of argument and deductions of reaſoning, but 


alſo and chiefly on the high and noble; who though 

they can attend to thoſe methods of conviction, yet are 
enerally of the mould of Agrippa, not ſo eaſily con- 
trained, as perſuaded to be Chriſtians. 

Beſcdes good. buoks being a treaſure to the Church 
of Chrift, deſerving perpetuity, they are preſerved 
beſt, if not only, by the goodneſs of the language; which 
has the uſe of varniſh, giving a firmneſs as well as 
luſtre to compoſitions. But then, as St. Paul, tho' 


endued with the gift of languages beyond all the A. 


poſtles, declared be had rather ſpeak five words 


| to be under ſtood, than ten thouſand words in 
| an unknown tongue; ſo mut Miniſters in gene- 


ral ſubmit their doctrine and dialect to the appre- 
benfions of the unlearned, of the poor of this 
world: for to them was the Goſpel at firſt, and ever 


| mu#t be preached, as being the body or majority inthe 


Chriſtian Church; to whom ſublimity of ſubjeft and 
fiyle is but ſpeaking words in an unknown tongue, 
and the greatest Orator may be a Barbarian. . 

Some of theſe Subjects, particularly in this e 
Diſcourſe, were made topicks of controverſy (as what 
was not?) before the grand Rebellion, and may poſ- 
fibly become ſo again, fince that former little work 
was. ſoon attended with animadverſions larger than 
it Fla 3 * common fate, Lſappeſe, entailed on the 

Liturgy 


1 


PRREFACE. 


Liturgy and on all works relating or ſubſervient to 
it. If this alſo ſhould be thought worthy of the like 
teñ, the method I ſhall take will be the ſame too; 
which is, if any miſtake be ſbewed me, or any defect 
worth the alteration, to correft it; and for the ref, 
the animadverter may take it for his pains. 

For befides the general unprofitableneſs of ſuch diſ- 
putes, which in mo Subjects are ani can be but re- 
petitions, the tautologies of Time, one age ſaying over 
again what the former had ſaid; beſides the ill effects 
of them to the Diſputants, which in lighter ſubjefs can 
bardly eſcape being per ſonal, and in the greater com- 
monly end ſuch; beſides the calumny they put into the 
mouth of the ſcorner againſt the ſacred Order, as men 
always fighting among themſelves, and that not as the 
ſoldiers of Chriſt in the camp and for the cauſe of 
Truth, but rather as gladiators on the flage for the 
ſport and entertainment of the world; befides theſe 
and other conſiderations to reſtrain the Clergy, from 
entring into controverſies without neceſſity, this one 
is with me ſufficient, that the time is ſhort. Ver) 
ſhort it is for us of the Miniſtry to do that little 
poſitive good, which God may enable us to do in our 
ſtations, and to finiſh the courſe ſet us, without an- 
ſwwering or attending to every one that ſhall interrogate 
or inſult us on the road, oftentimes for no other rea- 
ſon but becauſe it is the road, and that we keep on re- 
gularly in it. How ſuch perſons will one day account 
for their time, who are always writing again#, 
drawing the pen upon every one, that appears in de- 
fence or explanation of truths and things received and 
eſtabliſhed, at beſt but a negative way of doing good 

nk | 8 by 


PREYAC E. 


by ne evil, and ſeldom ſeparable from pre- 
venting more good, it imports them to conſi ider as well 
45 the ſufferers to wiſh they would. 


As .the time is too ſhort and the courſe too long for 


the Chriftian Clergy to ſuffer their feet to be diverted 
or entangled in the thorny paths of controverſy with- 
out neceſſity, (and where that appears, when God and 
his eternal truths are attacked, how beautiful and 


bleſſed, though bruiſed and wounded, are the feet of 


them, who tread down theſe enemies of God and 


men? ) 7 we of this Church are happy, if we under- 
fand our own happineſs, that we have a firait and 


ſure path marked out in it for the conduct of our Mi- 
niftry. For ſince every member of our Church, tho 
thereby a member alſo of the Catholick, mu# never- 
theleſs be ſaved in this part of it, in which he lives; 
be that is to conduct him to Salvation, has nothing 
to do but to fludy and endeavour to make ſuch an one 


4 Chriſtian, not at large, Fes only according to the 
Church of England. | 


Neither can be by any other method better qualify 


himſelf for or anſwer the end of his Miniſtry. For as 
by the knowledge of the general Law of Nature and 


Nations a man may become a great Civilian, but be no 


Lawyer in our Courts of Judicature, being unable to 
direct or defend the Cauſe of Engliſh Subjects; ſo 
from the comprehenſion of the general laws of faith and 
manners, the doctrines and practices of the Catbolick 
Charch, a man may be a great Divine, but yet an 


unqualified to direct the members of it in their duty. 


How, for inflance, can à man worſhip, receive the 
4H | holy 


ans kilful Minifter in the Church of England, and 


2 Panrace * 


boly Crmmunion or partake of the other e of 
our Church, or teach others ſo to do, unleſs he be fir 
inſtructed, and they by bim, in the reſpedive offices 
of our Liturgy? This bas been the met bod taten by 
ſome of our Fathers and Biſhops, particularly Biſhop 
Beveridge, who brought all. his Diſcourſes upon 
faith, wor ſhip, manners, juſtification, grace, Eccleſia . 
ical regiment, orders, &c. to the Particular ſeneis 
and explitations of theſe, a5 beld and taught i in the Ar. 
ticles, Homilies, Liturgy and Canſlitutions of our 
Church. which therefore coming more Bom to our 
People (and from which no reader ſurely returns 
without being wiſer and better) mut tend more to 
their edification, than all general Diſcourſes upon the 
ſame Subjects, how ſuperior ſoever they may be efeem- 
edi in method or merit of compoſition. by 

But this I ſpeak with ſubmiſſion, as it is, my Place; P. 
and knowing, that our Church bath inte us 4 Refor- 9 
mation had Guides as great, yet differing, in ſevera, | $$ 
kinds, as appear upon the Chronicle of the mot cele- 
brated among the antient. May God enable u of the 
inferior orders in aur ſeveral aud ſubordinate 9 5 
and capacities ſo to tread in their eps, as that berg 
after we may have 4 * at their ſect. 
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% G0. x. 48. 
2 all things be tone decently and in. 


_ order. 1 14 


\ EE I HE Church of Chriſt, tho 4 Serm. . 
LA | ſpiritual building, yet being WO 
wrought and accompliſh'd by 
the miniſtry of men, had this 
8. in common with otherbuildings, 
Fhat it was failed by degrees: Beſides being 
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2 Decency and order 
Sermt I built in oppoſition to all other religions in ti 
the world, both of 7g and Gentiles, M fi 
which were to be put down and give way to us 
l it was of courſe built as among va 
enemies: and therefore the Apoſtles, thebuil- MW © 
ders of it, laboured not only under the diff. MW te 
© es of the work, but alſo the neceſſity of ne 
defence; like the builders of the holy city, ne 
Nehem 4. who held he weapon in one hand, whilſt the WM mc 
fe other wrought in the work. Whilſt the 49 

Church was confined to private houſes, and 
the ark of God compelled again to remain, 
yea hide itſelf, as within curtains; . many 

things were born with, and many forborn, fir 
the preſent neceſſity; which were neceſſary 
to be regulated and ſet in order, when the 
Church came to bereceived into open temples, 
and the ark to reſt as between the chen 
bims. 
Let us conſider the miſerable eſtate of tho 
days, when the Apoſtles, whodoubtlels 
preached as never men preached, were force 
to deliver the Goſpel in upper-rooms; when 
_ » Baptiſm, the water of Salvation, was admini- 
ſter'd by ſtealth; when the Lord's Suppe;, 
like the Paſſover at the firſt, was caught and 
eaten in haſte, thro* the violence of the per 
fuer; let us, I fay, conſider, Who have th 
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word preached in conſecrated Churches, Bap 
ki 


in publick worſhip. = 

tiſm adminiſter'dwith Sureties, and theLord's- Serm. I. 
ſupper celebrated by publick invitation; let We 

us conſider and magnify God for theſe ad- pt 

9 vantages; and not expect, that the Church 4 
|- W ſhould now in her proſperity take her pat- 5 
1- W terns from thoſe times of her perſecution ; 1 
of never put on her beautiful garments, or even by 
, W neceſſary apparel; never eſtabliſh any cere- 1 
monies or forms, or enjoy any © quiet order or i 

«* godly diſcipline; becauſe at the beginning 91 


| the was in a manner, like her Lord, ſripp'd 


8 naked and ſcounged, and had not allo where 15 ; 
| 70 lay her head. 19 


We do not find We the Apoſtles did 


or could inſiſt upon the externals of order or 


ceremony, ſo that the new convert Churches '$ 
| kept to the doctrine or ſubſtance of the Faith, 1% 

holding faſt the fundamentals, the form of 11 
| ſound words. Only St. Paul, who planted 1 | 
the Church among the Gerz/es, finding ſome 4 
groſs abuſes crept into the Corinthian Church ; 1 


| now brought to ſome order andeſtabliſhment, 
| and that in the moſt ſacred offices, in admi- 
niſtring the Lord's-ſupper, and in propheſying 


and preaching, abuſes contrary to common 


| decency and publick order, hath left this ge- 
neral rule or canon, for the ordaining and ob- 


ſerving of rites, orders, or ceremonies, here- 
| | 0.2 after 
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erm. I. after in all Churches of the Saints: Let all 5 
= LV 7hings be done decently and in order. 

To ſpeak of this Apoſtolical direction with 
reſpect to the making or ordaining of ceremo- 
nies in our own Church, is impracticable; be- 

cauſe theſe are already framed and ordained; 
and that, as affirmed by the authority which 
eſtabliſhed them, decently and in order. But 
were they not, it is not for me or any pri- 
vate Miniſter, to 5 herein to direct the 
national Church. 
But as to the obſervance of them, thus or 
dained and eſtabliſhed, it remains the duty 
and office of us Miniſters, to explain and re- 
commend them to the people, to take care in 
our reſpective charges, that they be perfor. 
med by the Congregation ; and that ivg/nucyas, 
decently, in a comely or becoming manner; 
x, ſach as is ſpecially ſuited, adapted, or 
proper to the nature of particular actions, as 
kpeeling to confeſſion of fin and ſupplica- 
tion, Sc. and ſtanding to confeſſion of faith 
and thankſgiving, Sc. which kind of decency 
belongs to the inſtitution, and is already fixed 
by theRubricks: Or 24, fitch as is univerſally 
ſuited to the nature of all facred actions, as 
is reverence or a reverential manner; which 
only depends upon the performance, and re- 
mains here to be recommended, But it is 
not 


in public monly. 


not ſufficient, that all things preſcribed in- our Serm. F. 
Service after a comely ſort, form, or manner, WV 


be accordingly performed by particular per- 
ſons with reverence; unleſs they be likewiſe 


done v rag, in order, that is, in an or- 


derly or uniform manner by the whole Con- 


gregation; that whether they reſpect our 


voices or geſtures, our anſwers or behaviour, 
all perſons do conform therein, all together 
ſpeaking and acting, as one body. 


Wherefore eu decently, I ſhall treat 


of inthe reſtrained ſenſe, as oppoſed to irre- 
verence; and a ragiy, in order, in the 


more extended ſenſe of the a preſent tranſla- 


tion, as oppoſed to irregularity ; the effects 


and expreſſions of which are diſcord in voice, 


diſagreement in geſture, and confuſion in 
both: and the oppoſites of theſe are con- 


tained in and expreſſed by uniformity. So 


that this interpretation of the Text, if taken 
in the poſitive ſenſe, directs; that all things 


in the Church be done with reverence and 
3 with uniformit V. 


＋ 1 ECSIOES 


1 * 


— 


| 


n For i in Queen Elizabeth s Bible, it is render'd, by order: 


| taken from the vulgar Latin, as indeed the whole verſe, 


Omnia honeſte & ſecundum ordinem fiant, Ler all things 
be done honeſtly and by order. Which direction, by order, 
ſeem'd to refer only to the obſervance of what was ordered 


| In the Rubricks and Canons. 


. And 
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6 Decency and order 
Serm. I. And as J reſtrain the ſenſe of the words to 
MO theſe interpretations, ſo ſhall I the ſubject of 
[2008 my diſcourſe upon them to the offices of our 
| publick worſhip, and to the reverential and 
orderly performance thereof; tho' the di- 
rection comprehends zaya, all things apper- 
taining to it, the ornaments, veſtments, and 
veſſels for the miniſtry, yea the houle of God 
itſelf : for this, with every thing appointed 
for the honour as well as offices thereof, 
muſt be ordained, ew and + Sar decently 
and in order. 

The Text then, as before explained and to 
be treated of in this diſcourſe, enjoyns; that 
all things in the adminiſtration of our publick 
worſhip, comprehending therefore the office 
of the miniſter and devotions of the people, 
be done or performed with reverence and with 
uniformity. 

Bur ſeeing, that uniformity is the principal 
ground of order in Church- aſſemblies, without 
which no publick as well as perſonal decency IM 
can be preſerved; irregularity being indeed rhe 
the indecency of a congregation, as irreve- iſ that 
rence is of perſons: and ſeeing, that reve- rt 
rence belongs to perſons conſidered barely T 

as worſhippers, but uniformity concerns them 17% 
as joint-worſhippers with others; the former I 
relpecting more directiy the object of wor- er 

ſhip, : 
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In publick worſhip. 9: 
dip, the latter the companions in that holy Serm. I. 
Vork, with the complicated circumſtances of * Y. 
| time, place, and manner; I ſhall therefore 
| WW chro! this ſubject inſiſt firſt and chiefly on uni- 

formity, and in the cloſe briefly recommend 
e duty of reverence, to all the true and well- 
1 Wafected members of our eſtabliſh'd Commu- 
4 nion. 
4 J. Let all things be done 27 order, that is, 
„Vith uniformity. 
y Bur firſt to convince men, how A | 

|cefſary uniformity is in the Church of God, 

o nnd in the diſcharge of its publick offices, it 
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at may be uſeful briefly to remind them, how 4 
+; {Wocceſſary the like uniformity is found in all 9 
the great publick actions, offices, and em- 9 
Iployments of civil life; which, tho” great in 6 
their nature and in the eſtimation of the id ' 
world, muſt be acknowledged to be far infe- 1 

rior to the publick worſhip of God, the Lord Wy 

| moſt-high. 7 

| If then we caſt our eyes over the ſtage of 1 


* 
e 


che world, and behold the chief tranſactions 

that paſs upon it, we ſhall find them begun, 

carried on, and executed with uniformity. 
The Church is compared in Scripture to an 

| army With banners. Behold then how in an Cant. 6. 9. 

army, in its motions, in its encampments, in 

its engagements, uniformity is obſerved. They 
B 4 | cannot 
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Serm. I, cannot march, nor reſt, nor enter the battle, 
VV but in exact order. What is the skill or {ci- pe 
ence of war, but to put the enemy into diſ- in 
order, to break in upon theregularity of their WM ©! 
ranks, and to turn them into a rout or mix d 
multitude ? If this be effected, victory fol. 
lows; whence to rout, ſignifies to conquer: 
ſo that the victory of the conquerors ariſes 
from uniformity, but the deſtruction of the 
vanquiſhed from diſorder. In the courts of 
juſtice, the Judges ſitting on the bench, and 
the Adyocates pleading at the bar, are ſtrid 
obſervers of order. There are in theſe like 
| Wiſe, reges, orders or rules of court, which 
are obſeryed with a punctilious exactneſs, 
might ſay to ſuperſtition; in inſomuch that thc 
omiſſion of theſe will ſtop or marr the mol! 
weighty proceedings: and if ſome Profeſſor; 
of Lay ever talk againſt ceremonies in Church 
they might firſt reflect, how in their courts, 
the temples of juſtice, the want of a ceremo- 
ny will overturn a man's property. Look 
into the ſenates of our Nobles or councils of 
our Sovereigns; | theſe have their rules or or- 
ders, as well as the former and not only the 10 
obſervation, but even the knowledge of thei MW ſhe 
is eſteemed a great attainment in King's courts, i ye 
and itſelf will ale ae to be er ini 
our Iſrael, | ſpe 

So 


food, obſerve order as well as ſeaſons: for as 


Jo to the ant, and inſects; conſider their n, Prov.6. 6. 
and be wiſe. 


in publick worſhip. 9 


8o then, whether in actions of war or of Serm. J. 
ice, in our armies or ſenates, in our law or FRY 
in our policy, 400 things are done uniformly 
or in or der, or they cannot be done. 
And this lay of uniformity, which is taught 
men by reaſon, other creatures learn from in- 
ſtinct. The ſtork, turtle, crane, and the ſwal- 
low, as indeed all the kinds of fowl, know their Jer. I 7: 
appointed times; and we behold with admi- 
ration, how many of them flie in order. Eyen 
the creeping things that creep upon theearth, 
the ants and locuſts, when they gather their 
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we read, they go forth all by bands. So that Prov. 30 
among the inferior creatures, fowls and 5 5 
ſects, non conformity was never found, nor 
ever tolerated in their ways. Wherefore, as 

by the induſtry of theſe little creatures Solo- 
mon upbraided the ſluggard; ſo by their regu- 
larity might we reproye the non- conformiſt: 
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Wherefore feeing uniformity is found ſo 
regularly in all the ways of the creatures, and 
ſo conſtantly in all the publick actions of men, 
ſhould it not as regularly and as conſtantly, 
yea, much more ſo, be obſeryed in the wor- 
ſhip of the Maker of men and creatures; e- 
ſpecially ſince he declares himſelf in this place 

8 | Ol: of 


33. 


A. 


10 


Decency and order 


Serm. I. of Scripture, as well as in theſe his Works, 
that he is the author not of confuſion, but of 


order. Wherefore let the ſame ſhine forth and 
adorn every part and mode of our publick 
'worſhip, every part wherein we are appoin- 
ted to join with our voices, and every mode 


or geſture wherein we are to conform with 


our bodies. ; 
And 1f, as to our voices, and the unifor- 


mity to be obſeryed in joyning in the rehear- 


fals, reſponſes, and alternate readings of the 
Pſalms, Hymns, Sc. With regard to which, 


ſeeing there are many irregularities, affecta. 


tions as well as omiſſions, abſurdities as well 


as improprieties, crept into our worſhip, be- 


ing all ſundry breaches of uniformity : ſome, 
for inſtance, leaving undone what they 
ought to do, others doing what they ought 
not to do; ſome negleCting ever to join in 
their own parts, others uſurping alſo thoſe 
belonging to the Miniſter ; ſome not opening 
their lips thro' the whole Service, others ne- 
ver ſuffering them to ceaſe; and whereas 
theſe things (with other miſtakes) are done, 
tho generally thro' ignorance, cuſtom or imi- 
tation, yet oftentimes with a good, ſeldom 
with an ill intention; I think I cannot do 
greater ſervice to the members of our Church, 
and I truſt not unacceptable, than by letting 

| before 


ore 


correct what is amiſs, and conform to what is 


| ing, ſpeaking, or uttering all things 2 order. 


| thro' the principal and conſtituent parts or . 
| offices of the Service, and to ſhew wherein 
| and in what manner the people ought to 
join, and on the contrary to forbear. 


tho Miniſter the Confeſſion of ſin, the Lord's 
Prayer, the Apoſtle's and Nicene Creeds, the 
Prefaces or Invocations of the Litany, and 


notorious omiſſion; humble, 51 all {pcaking 
together may not raiſe confuſion. 


17 —— 


| and where all things in Divine Service are to be performed: 

| which for diſtinction were formerly printed in a red character, 
(as now in an Iralick) and therefore called Rubricks, from Ru- 
brica, which in Latin ſignifies a red colouring, vermillion, &c. 


their due places audibly with the Miniſter the een. the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, exc. 


m 1 publick wor 22 1 


before them theſe irregularities and blemiſhes Serm. I. 
in ſo full a light, that ſeeing them and being < VV 
convinced of them, they might henceforth 


meet and right, in one uniform manner, and 
ſo anſwer this part of the direction, by do- 


To this end it will be neceſſary to go 
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if, They are to join in rehearſing after 
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the like Parts, as directed by the * Rubricks. 1 
In theſe let the People be always uniform, 1 
repeating with an audible, but yet humble wt 
. voice; audible, that none may offend by a 1 


2 2 as. 0 N 


— — 


r t 
_ > nn * ay .- 
- 


d Rubricks are the rules or orders, directing how, when, 
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© For ſo the Canon 18. 1603. directs all perſons to ſay in 
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tioned 


12 

germ. I. The firſt of theſe, a total omiſſion, which tior 
is ſo far a ſeparation from the Congregation, MW ord 
is found too general a default, eſpecially = fein 
mong the common and more ignorant ſort WM Cle: 
throughout the land. But I muſt expoſtulate WW ts i 
with ſuch and all others guilty of this groſs MW Abſ 
offence, what they mean by not bearing a part Wl per 
in theſe rehearſals, which are appointed in com- * 
mon to the whole Congregation? Do they come © 
to the houſe of prayer to be ſpectators, and Cle 
not worſhippers? Do they imagine the whole ¶ to a 
Service to be committed to, and to be trani- WM vice 
acted between the Miniſter and Clerk; and mig] 
that the people are to ſtand, as mutes in Win tl 
the temple, a part even ridiculous in the I that 
theater ? Ft | | ther. 
Should it be demanded, to what deſigns: | exer 
tion and uſe then is the office of a Pariſh the ( 
Clerk appointed, and a ſeat erected for him in ¶ he v 

the Church; but only that in the publick an 
As and parts, he may ſupply, and be in 
ſtead of a mouth, for the Congregation ? If Ae F 
: | 2 2 | | 
this be (as I fear it is) a vulgar error crept . ple 
in and ſpread among our people, it is ſo | Clerks 
groſs an error, ſo directly contrary to the in- N only t. 
tention of our Church; that as it were to MY, 
prevent and beat down ſuch a conceit, the N ea 
Church hath not in all the Rubricks took N pos 
the leaſt notice of ſuch office, or once men- #4, 


in publick worſhip. 13 


h I tioned the 4 title of Clerk. Is the Miniſter Serm. I. 
n, ordered by the Rubricſ to begin the Con. 


„ WM fellion? © The whole Congregation (not the 
u Clerk) are ordered to © /ay it after him 
i is the Prieſt appointed to pronounce the 


6 MW Abſolution ? « The People (not any ſingle 


rt perſon) are appointed “ at the end of that 
n- and of all other Prayers, to anſwer, Amen. 


1c WW Cuſtom has indeed introduced the office of 


1d Clerk in our Pariſh-Churches, obliging him 
le to a conſtant attendance on the publick Ser- 
iſ. vice: but to this intent, that the worſhip 


nd might not ſuffer by a general defailure either 


in in the abſence or anſwers of the People; not 
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he chat ſuch perſon ſhould ſupply or excuſe ei- 7 
ther. Cuſtom has alſo aüthoriſed him to '$ 
1a- ¶ exerciſe ſuch office before, yet jointly with 4 
fn. the Congregation, in a diſtinguiſh'd manner, 1 
n a. 
in if be with a more let they with a more of 
in- | "8 
I d For where the Rubrick boſons the Lord's prayer (after 1 
1 the Apoſtles Creed) ſaith, ** The Minifler, Clerks and Peo- = 
ept l ple ſhall ſay it with a loud voice, by Clerks doth not 1 
ſo mean the Pariſh Clerk; for it ſpeaks in the plural of many | *% 


y @ Clerks ; but it means real Clerks in holy orders, and refers 
| only to Choirs in Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, where 
many ſach Clerksor Clergymen are ſuppoſed to be preſent. 
Before the Reformation, there were one or more of theſe 
| teal Clerks alſo in Pariſh Churches, who were as aſſiſtants to 
the Rector orVicar; and had for their maintenance (beſides the 
profits of the place and teaching ſchool) * office of Aque- 


% to carry the holy water. 
| humble 
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wa bumble voice; ee to as pie intent: „ 
f, That the indecency of a general loudneſs, M « 
as well as deficiency. of a total ſilence, might 1 « 
be prevented in the publick anſwers: 20), That 5 
by the Clerks audible pronunciation of Ames, * 
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gh and the Reſponſes, the cloſe and completion WW pre 
5 of the prayers and other parts might appear, pat 
19 and their ſeparation from, and ſucceſſion to, is 
. each other, might be heard and diſtinguiſhed: W po 
1 without which our Service would ſeem a the 
3 chain or heap of devotions - unfiniſhed and mc 
1 unconnectede. But tho' ſuch officer be ad- om 
1 mitted into the Church, and for ſuch ends; Co 
4 yet by his aſſiſtance no member of the Con-: mo 
0 gregation is either excluded or excuſed. Al of 
perſons preſent, of whatever age, ſex or con cen 
dition, are bound to act, to worſhip for then be 
ſelves; all, as the f Canon expreſſly direct, 
S Te. KEE | 2 ; Ser 
: the 
This defect is manifeſt and notorious in thoſe Choirs, | 
where the Cathedral manner is changed and degraded into the 
the Patochial ; there being now not one diſtinct or au be! pea 
reſponſe or Amen to be heard in thoſe large Congregations | 
For which there ſeems no redreſs, unleſs thoſe Choirs either Co1 
return and reaſcend into the dignity of their antient manner, go 
when the Miniſter, Clerks and People can, according to the 
Rubrick, pronounce or chant all things with a loud voice: 0! bou 
if they perſiſt in their condeſcenſion to the Parochial way, his 
they ſubmit alſo to the moſt neceſſary part of it, to wit, 1 
the office of a Pariſn- Clerk, who may uſe an audible pro- dec] 
nunciation by appointment, which no unauthoriſed perſou Th, 
can do without juſt offenſe, | . 
: 9 18, 


| r « either 


in publick worſhip. 15 
« either man, woman or child, of what Serm. I. 
© MW © calling ſoever, muſt repeat audibly the NY 
i MW © Confeſſion, the Lord's-prayer, and We 
at MW © Creed, and make the ſeveral anf Wers, as 
„ „ appointed in the Common-prayer ” ; muſt 
n pronounce each Amen, muſt perform every 
r, part and parcel of the Service, that the Clerk 
o, W is accuſtomed to do: otherwile they diſap- 
d: point the order of the Church, and deceive 

a WW their own hearts. Whoſocver therefore a- 
od WW mong our brethren, hath been guilty of theſe 

| omiſſions too viſible, too ſhameful, in many 

| Congregations; let ſuch be guilty of them no 
more. For ſince the Text directs the manner 
of doing, ſaying, let all things be done de- 

| cently and in order, it muſt imply, that they 

be actually done, not omitted. 

| But alas! how ſhall all perſons join in che 
Service, unleſs they read? And how ſhall 
they read without a book? What meaneth it 
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go forth on the morrow to his weekly la- 


0 the 
bour, without the inſtruments neceſſary to 


e: 0 


i, | i 
"WM then, that the book of Common: prayer ap- 1 
e pears in ſo few hands through- out a whole 9 
ons 1 
ther i Congregation ? Can any man among you | N 
nnet, * 


Wy his work; unleſs he not only reſolves, but 
5 declares, that he will ſtand all the day idle? 
)Erion 


The _ ſame declared reſolution 111 that 
worlhipper, if he may be called a wor- 


ther ſhipper, 
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Serm. I. ſhipper, be underſtood to bring with him, 
WYV whenever he returns to this honſe of prayer, 
without the book of prayer. The Common- 
Prayer. bool is well entitled The beſt Compa- 
nion, being found ſuch in the cloſet ind in 
the houſe: bur it is a neceſſary one in the 
 fanQtuary. Here it ſhould appear in every 
hand, be underſtood by every head, and 
loyed of every heart: it ſhould be made 
our companion, our guide, our familiar friend 
in the houſe of God. The truth is, in this 
original neglect, the want of this beſt and 
neceſſary companion in the Church, lies the 
cauſe of that general negle fo culpable in 
multitudes, of not joining at all in the pub- 
lick worſhip; as in the want of underſtand- 
ing it, lies alſo the cauſe of the ſeveral impro- 
prieties committed by ſome, that dv: to con- 
ſider and correct which, I ſhall no pro- 
ceed. | . 
Now in the parts appointed in common to 
the people, as I have ſhewn none ſhould omit 
his duty, fo in performing it let all obſerve 
time: as none ſhould ſtay behind thro' ſlow- 
neſs, ſo let none thro' forwardneſs run before 
the Congregation. It was a notorious diſor- 
der in the Corinthith Church, when, at the 
holy Communion, in eating one took before 
another: and no lefs diſorder is it in the 
Service, 


1 * 


in \publick W wy = - 
| Service, tho' leſs heinous, when in repeating Serm. I. 
one ſpeaketh before another. We are exhor- VV 
| ted to accompany the Miniſter, as with an 
humble voice, ſo in due place; he to lead, 
we to follow, © /aying after him. 
In the general Confeſſion, and in the Lord's 
prayer, the utmoſt care ſhould be obſerved 
to be diſtin, decent, devout, without con- 
Fuſion „ without clamor, without careleſ- 
3 5 
| For the Confeſſion is not only an introdu- 
Bion of us, miſerable offenders, having no 
health in us; but alſo of all our following 
pfferings, to the thꝛone of G2ace, For thro' 
his, by procuring abſolution and the grant 
bf God's holy Spirit, it comes to paſs, chat 
Hoſe things muſt pleaſe him which we do at 

His pꝛeſent. And ſhall this awful introdu- 
Wwe by which our perſons have acceſs and 
ur prayers acceptance, be hurried over with 
pmult and precipitation, as a thing of courſe 
rather a thing of nought? Let us all be- 
Fare, my brethren, leſt God ſhould perad- 
Fenture reject us at the entrance of our wor- 


4s Dip with that reproof, hat Would theſe 
" abbler's 2 wy 2 A 

Ad | But hurry and indiſtinct. on, which in the 
fore onfeſſion is ſo offenſive, in the Lord's prayer 


little leſs than ** The dread ma- 
We * jeſty 
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Vr the Lord”. The ule of it is to be a part 


to form them by, and a part to ſanctify thoſe 


13. dered, that every ſacrifice ſhould be falke Ih e 


with ſalt. Vet how often is this beſt of 


8 ing after him; if the guide haſten 


with reſpect to the Miniſter as they muſt ob 
ſerve a due decency and diſtance of time, it 


Decency and order 
jeſty of the author is written in the title, 
and pattern of all Chriſtian offices; a pattern 
forms. For which reaſon our Church, a; 


commanded, has inſerted this into all its 
offices; even as under the Law it was or-. 


prayers treated in the worſt manner, huddled 
over as the only ſupernumerary, yea as a load 
to the Service; many repeating it, I fear, to 
their own condemnation, not conſidering the 
Lord's prayer. 

In theſe tumultuous rehearſals the prin: 
cipal blame will becharged upon the Miniſter 
for he being to lead, the People to follow, 


the followers muſt attend, the ignorant thro 
cuſtom, the knowing thro' neceſfity, with 
the fame hurrying pronunciation. Nevertbe 
leſs a double care reſts upon the People; tha 


« ſaying after him”; ſo muſt they an unity 

of time with reſpect to themſelves, in ſaying 

or repeating altogether. 

This uniformity of ſpeaking all at once, u 

be obſeeved i in theſe rehearſals, where tn, 
Peopk 


Q 


in public. worſhip. 45 9 


people are appointed to ſay after the Mini- Serm. ; 
ſter, is more carefully to be attended to in 
thoſe places, where they are, as it were, to 
make anſwer to the Miniſter; ſuch are the 
Auen at the end of the Collect, ſuch 
the reſponſes placed before and after the 
1 Lord's-prayer, and at the end of the 
Lian, with the ſhort Supplications running 
e thro' the body of it, and h thro' the Com- 


Cd mo EE wa 


" Imandments; and fill more fo in thoſe parts, 
Rk Frhich are JIN divided between and al- 
1 Fernately to be offered up by Miniſter and 
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People: ſuch are the Doxologies, Glozy be 


do the Father, 8c. the daily portions of the 
5 /alms: The Te Deum, We praiſe thee, O 


7 . . 
<< RW. 
* 2 2 


it 

wal Pod, &c. and the other Hymns followit 4 
* e Leſſons. The greater care ſhould be' 5 
thre plſerved in theſe, becauſe they ate inter- 1 
wilt ved with, and compoſe the greater part of | 
my Service. Tn all things therefore, in all 9 
chah Pele parts and offices, whether they conſiſt 4 

+ confeſſions, prayers, interceſſions or thankſ- N 
«i brings, let the People reſpectively repeat, [ 
unit awer, read or ſing, uniformly, altogether; | 
ayinll with one heart, ſo with one mouth; en- ; 


eayouring to imitate the Choir of David, 


F I LR. 2 — 
—. 1 
— — — 


J Good Lotd deliver us: and We beſeech thee to bear 
1 Tord. They | 


l Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts, dec. 


5 which 


ce, l 
re the 
Peoplf 


2 I. 


2 Chron. 
5 13. 


Decency and order 
which in the deſcription is ſaid to be as ove: be 
by? becauſe by uniting in time they made wi 
but one ſound to be beard, in 1 the fel 


Lord. lor 
There are other parts, ſuch is the variety I p 


in our Service, which belong only to the pre 


Miniſter to pronounce; where the Congreg: ¶ fur 
tion muſt remain ſilent, in ſome liſtening with Hit 
an attentive ear, in others joining only with afte 
a deyout heart. Of the firſt fort, are e IJ 
EXHORTATION, the ABSOLUTIONY Th 
and the BLESSING. Vet you ſhall roo f wor 
ten find the pronouncing of theſe to be ul be 
ped by the People. They do this I belien hatt 
in charity, as I faid before, thro' ignoranc:W to | 
but I may expoſtulate with juſtice, how graMing 
is that ignorance? To ſhew this, ſo that e con! 
ry one may be aſhamed and amend, let us ca per 
ſider them apart. And rous 
I. The EXHORTATION, which beg nout 
ning thus, Dearly beloved in the Loꝛd, aper in li 
by this beginning plainly to be directed to ii Nay, 
People; to be received therefore by them, nay ſo m. 
rehearſed. Now if all rehearſe the words, d Sc 
they not exhort? and if all exhort, who i do in 
where are the perſons to be exhorted? If niſte: 
viate 


very mouth utters the Exhortation, whe! 


MS alas! hath the Miniſter to pray a 


are the ears that are to liſten to it? Lit 


beſee 


in publick worſbip. 21 


; beſeech the people preſent to accompany him Serm. I. 
ade with an humble voice, in the following Con. 
the feſſion; when they do it already with too 
loud a voice, in the Exhortation. However, 
I pray and beſeech you as many as are here 
| preſent, if any have been guilty of this ab- 
ſurdity, that henceforth they do it not again. 
| Hitherto it may have been ignorance; here- 
| after it will be obſtinacy. 
II. Let us pals on to the ABSOLUTION. 
F This the very Rubrich appoints in expreſs 
| words to be pronounced & by the Przeſt alone” ; 
be ſtanding to ſhew his authority, that God 
bath given him power and commandment 
| | to pzonounce abſolution to the people be- 
ing penitent: The people are ordered to 
continue ſtill < kneeling ”, a poſture pro- 
per to ſhew, that they are penitent and deſi- 
rous of abſolution. But now if they pro- 
nounce it after the Prieſt, why do they not 
in like manner ſtand up together with him? 
WW Nay, why do they not erect their ſeats into 
W {0 many reading-desks ? 
Some I know. plead in this caſe, (as they 
do in all other cafes of repeating after the Mi- 
niſter, and which plea I ſhall in this place ob- 
viate once for all,) that they pronounce the 
words only ſilently, with a low voice, ſay- 
ing them rather to themſelves, than declaring 
C 3 them 
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germ. I. them to the Congregation. But alas] if the 
thing be in itſelf an abſurdity, the manner of 
doing it does not alter its nature, tho' it may 
leſſen the offence. Thus when a man invades 
anothers property, if he ſteals his goods by 
a private felony, he acts indeed with leſs de. 
fiance to the law and creates leſs terrour to 
the neighbourhood, than if he robb'd him by 
open violence, in the fight of the fun. And 
thus when a man invades the Prieſts right, by 
pronouncing the Abſolution and other paris 
of the Liturgy appropriate to his office, if 
he does this covertly with a low. voice, he 
ſhews indeed leſs contempt of the Rabrzch, 
and gives leſs diſturbance to the Conere 
gation, than if he did it openly with a 
audible pronunciation: Nevertheleſs, then 
is in both caſes a like invaſion of another's 
right. And in the preſent caſe, viz. of 
invading the Prieſt's office, the plea that exar 
it is done ſilently not loudly, ſecretly not little 
openly, differs only as in the cafe of in. 1 
vading a neighbour's property, thieving{Wperſ 
would differ from robbery. Nay, this ve. to G 
ry manner of doing it, which is by a lov this 
_ Whiſpering pronounciation, carries with it lool 
its own condemnation: it diſcovers a {elf-Þf redi 
conſciouſneſs in the doers of it, that it oughtÞ tion 


not par 
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0 Wnot to be done; ſince they do it privately Serm. I. 
f Wand as by ſtealth. And ſurely unhappy are 
ly W thoſe worthippers, who ſeem to condemn 
© WW chemſelves in this thing, which they allow 
) Wanduſe. 

© WW Pardon me, my brethren, in thus infiſting 
o Wupon this irregularity, which to ſome may 
ſeem trivial, deſerving pity rather than re- 
Nd proof in the poorer fort; but to me as no 
abſurdity in the worſhip of the Moſt-high can 
ſeem trivial; ſo tho' this be found chiefly « a- 
mong the loweſt of the people, I will in them 
reprove the irregularity, tho* I pity their 
Wonorance : and I pity it the more, becauſe it 
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Bluperiors. For neither are theſe altogether 


ct free, tho' they ſhould be free, from this groſs 1 
cr; 


7 miſtake: and who tho' few in number, yet 
in influence are many; which diffuſes the 
; example to all round about them: and thus a 


= be wo. 
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— 


ao, little leven, placed in the middle, will leven A 
in : . whole Congregation. Nay in theſe few 5 
ing perſons of diſtinction and ſway (and I would 1 
ve to God they were fewer) from whoſe example 3 
lov i I this unhappy cuſtom is generally ſpread, I 1 
1 look upon it in theſe not as acquired, but he- 1 
elf. reditary ; not as taken up of their own affecta - i 
ght tion, but as derived from the imitation of 4 
not parents; whoſe. cxamples in Religion are as 
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24 Decency and order 
Serm. I. perpetual Sermons to their children and to 
their houſhold after them. I farther allow, 

that this original error both in parents and 

their deſcendents proceeds from a very good 

cauſe, which is a zeal towards God, full of 

devotion, and endeayouring to make itſelf 

conſpicuous and to ſhine forth in all the of. 

fices of the Sanctuary. But they muſt con. 

ſider, that in God's ſervice as there was a v. 

Col.. 18. funtary humility reproved by St. Paul, iv 

there may be a voluntary piety, which may 

offend by intruding into things it ought not 

There is a will-worſhip, which may err; be. 

cauſe acting of its own will or pleaſure, not 

guided by direction: but in the preſent cal: 

it muſt err, becauſe not ſubmitting to direction 

Rom. 10. All zeal muſt be according to the command, 

„as well as knowledge. What apology then 

can be made for this practice in the people of 

repeating the Abſolution, which is forbidden 

by the Rubricb, as well as abſurd in its na. 

ture; and ſo contrary not only to the com 
mand, but to common ſenſe. 

| Theſe reaſons againſt the Peoples pronoun. 

cing the Abſolution after the Miniſter in 

Morning and Evening Prayer, hold. more 

ſtrongly againſt their doing it in the Commu 

nion-ſervice; becauſe the abſurdity of their 

Pronouncing this latter is aggravated with 

| this 
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this circumſtance, that this in the expreſs Form Serm. I, 
is directed to the People, running thus, Par- 
don and deliver 5% from all pour Sins, 
confirm and ſtrengthen % in all goodneſs, 
&c. Vet here you ſhall find too many of 
the poorer rank, and of the honourable not a 
few, returning the ſame pardon upon the 
Prieſt, and diſpenſing it among their neigh- 
bours. But this groſs ignorance at this holy 
Feaſt is more offenſive, than in the daily 
Service; becauſe it caſts others under this 
painful apprehenſion, that they, who are ſo 
ignorant in theſe Offices as not to diſtinguiſh 
their own duty, how ſhall they diſeern the 
Lord's Body? Theſe miſtakes, if they may 
be treated with ſo ſoft an appellation, are 
ſpots in our feaſts of charity, too viſible to 
be paſſed over without a juſt reprehenſion. 

What I have faid, (and I need ſay no more) © 
may in ſome meaſure be charged alſo upon 
thoſe, who uſurp the laſt part of the Prieſt's 
office, which is to diſmiſs the Congregation 
with the BLESSING, v:zz. The peace of 
God which palleth all underſtanding, &c. 
For alas! from firſt to laſt, from the Exhor- 
| ration to the Bleſſing, they that begin this 
error of repeating after the Miniſter, ceaſe 
not till they make a full end: the ſame per- 
ith ſons that repeat the Exhortation generally 
S 3 diſpenſe 
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| Serw 1 diſpenſe the Bleſſing : and tho” both be offen- 
V five, yet upon the compariſon the laſt error 


may be ſaid to be worſe than the firſt. 
For I obſerye of the Bleſſing, that as it is 


i hy directed to the People, running thus, 


be amongſt on and remain with 90x; fo in 
the Rubrick it is moreover expreſſly reſerved 
to the Prieſt, He that conſecrated the Ele. 
ments, is to let the Communicants « depart 
« withihisBleſing”, Inſomuch that aDeacon, 
tho' he be licenſed to aſſiſt in diſtributing the 
cup of bleſſing, ſeems not authoriſed to diſ- 
penſe this form of Bleſſing any mord than 
to pronounce the form of Abſolution. And 


ſhall that prerogative, which is not allowed 


| Heb, 7.7. 


to Deacons, be indulged to the People? God 
forbid. But I obſerye farther, that the Prieſt 
himſelf, if the Biſhop be preſent, is to be- 
come as one of the Congregation; and in- 
ſtead of ſtanding up to give theBleſſing, ought 
like the reſt to receive it on his knees from 
the Biſhop, according to that undoubted 
maxim, Wwthout all contradiction the leſs is 
bleſſed of the better. In this caſe therefore, 
which is ſuppoſed to happen in all Cathedral 
Churches, the People in pronouncing the 
Bleſſing, invade the office of the Biſhop. him- 
ſelf; and the greater is bleſſed not of the leſs, 
as of the Prieſt, but eyen x of the leaſt, of — 
| lowe 
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loweſt of the People. Yer where this miſtake Seri; I. 
has once taken poſſeſſion, be it the Prieſt of. * 
ficiating in his ſurplice, or the Biſhop in his 
robe, out of babbling lips will this Bleſſing be 

uttered, and that ſometimes with an audible 

voice as well as ſeeming authority. But is 
this, or can this be interpreted, to do all 
things in order, which inverts the order eſta- 
blify'd by reaſon as well as religion; that the 
leſs ſhould bleſs the better, nay the leaſt the 
higheſt in the Church? No ſurely: to uſe the 

Apoſtles aſſeveration, without all contradiction, 

this practice is the groſſeſt of abſurdities. 

I have inſiſted more fully on theſe three 

particulars, the Exhortation, the Abſolution, 

and the Bleſſing; the pronouncing of which 419 

in publick worſhip is proper and eſſential too 

the Miniſterial office, as has been practiſed in ng 
all Churches of the Saints, and is continued 
down in ours; and is reſpectively to be deli- 
vered only from the Desk, the Altar, or the 

Pulpit. But T might here ſtep back to the 

COMMANDMENTS; which as our Church 

doing a new thing has adopted into her Ser- 

vice, herein if not imitating, yet excelling 
any ancient Church; ſo the part appointed 
the Prieſt in reading them, reſembles that 
given to Mo/es at their firſt delivery. For as 
1 receiving 21 Commandments God, 
0. 
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28 Decency and order 
germ. I. God, delivered them to the People, they re- ot 


Dem. 5 queſting, /peak thou unto us all that the W 
Lord fhall ſheak unto thee, and we will fo 
hear it and do it; ſo the Prieſt is appointed it, 
to © rehearſe diſtinctily all the ten Com. oy 
« mandments” in the audience of the People, wi 
they hearing them upon their knees; and te: 
praying for grace, that they may not only wi 


hear, but do each Law. For to this end he ſhall 
c turn to the peoplè; declaring by this poſture, 
that he now ſpeaks as from God to them, who 
before turning himſelf to the Altar ſpoke unto 
God for them. Being thus turned, he ſhall © ze. 
hHearſe all the ten Commandments; ſhall re- 
hearſe them as the words of God, not declare 
them, as his own: and that © diſtinctiy, that 
the People may hear them: what in order to 
rehearſe them after him? No; but that after 
each they may as diſtinctly ask for grace to 
enable them not only to hear, but do it; to 
keep this Law. What could the Church 
have done more, that the hath not done, in 
wording her Rubrichs with ſuch diſtinction; 
as might prevent all negligence in the Prieſt, 
as well as ignorance in the People ? 

Theſe miſtakes in the four foremention'd 
particulars are of the groſſer kind; ſuch as 
make the offering of the Lord, if not abhor- 
red, yet abuſed and expoſed; ſuch as render 

our 


1 2 * 


adding to each, Good Lo, deliver us. If 


in publicꝶ worſhip. 


our Service a ſtumbling- block to the ſectariſt, Serm. I. 
who pretends to be weak; and to the ſcorne VV 
fooliſhneſs, who pretends to be wiſe. Yet in 
it, if offered up decently and according to its 


own orders, there is found wiſdom and power; 


wiſdom ſufficient to recommend it to the beſt 


reaſon of men, and power ſo as to prevail 


with God. 


There remain two things, the LITANY 


and COLLECTS, to be ſpoken more fully 


to upon this occaſion. , 
I. TheLitany is eſteemed the perfection of 


our Liturgy, being formed through-out to 


awaken and ſtir up the ſpirit of devotion, and 


to render our prayer fervent, and becauſe 


fervent, effectual. To this end the whole 
Office is divided between the Miniſter and 


People, in a twofold manner, and for a two- 
fold end. In the preface the People repeat 


the ſame invocations after the Miniſter: but 
in the ſupplications and interceſſions they 
ſupply thoſe petitions, which were left unfi- 
niſhed by the Miniſter. For inſtance: From 


all evil and miſcheif, &c. By the myſtery 


of thy holy incarnation, &c. In all time 
of our tribulation, &c. Theſe ſupplications 
are only begun by the Miniſter, and are all 
filled up and finiſhed by the People, they 


we 
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ly, the whole of 


tele ſupplications taken together are but one 


comprehenſive ſentence: From all evil and 
miſchief, &c. enumerating the ſeveral evils 
from which. By the myſtery of thy holy 
incarnation, &c. expreſſing the means and 
motives, by which: In all time of onr tribu⸗ 
lation, &c. ſignifying the times and caſes, 
in which, we pray for God's deliverance. 
The repetitions after each, Good Lo2d, deli 
ver us, are as the ſeveral links in a chain, 
which ſerve to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh the 
_ particulars, and yet to combine and hold won, 
rogether!-- 9-5 
If we paſs to'the Interceſſions, en peti- 
tion ſpoken by the Miniſter, That it may 
pleaſe thee, &c. with the part ſabjoined by 
the People, Me beſeech thee to hear us, &c. 
is but one and the ſame petition, tho? thus 
divided in the offering up: as is manifeſt in 
the firſt Interceſſion, where both parts arc 
united and ſpoken by the Miniſter, tho' ſepa- 
rated again in the following between him and 
the People; the Miniſter as it were dictating 
to the People, whilſt he preſents to God, the 
ſeveral heads and materials of prayer; they 
ſeconding and ratifying the ſame ſeverally by 
that carneſt petition, Me befeech thee, &c. 
Tally at the cloſe, D Lamb'of God, that 
takeſt 


in publick worſhip. 


takeſt away the ſins of the wond, is bur a Serm. J. 
part or preface to a ſupplication, which is com- 


pleated by the people, Gant us thy peace. 
As the manner of thus ordering and diſtri- 
buting this office in its principal parts or di- 
' viſions is different, ſo is this contrived for a 
different end or intention. For whercas in 
the Invocations and in the Reſponſes at the 
end, the People repeating the ſame words after 
the Miniſter, do by that repetition declare 
their aſſent, and expreſs their carneſtneſs; ſo 
in the Supplications and Interceſſions, by 
| ſupplying what was for that purpoſe left un- 
| finiſhed by the Miniſter, they declare that 
union between Prieſt and People moſt accep- 
| table to God; inaſmuch, as rho' they ſpeak 
| ſeparately, they jointly ſpeak but one ſen- 
| rence, they breath out but the ſame petition. 
| But alas! as the beſt things, when corrup- 
| ted, became the worſt; fo is this beſt office 
moſt diſorder d, deformed, and expoſed by the 
abſurd uſurpation of the People, they oftentimes 
muttering over the Miniſters part, as well as 
pronouncing out their own: This in the In- 
vocations and Reſponſes, conſiſting of the 
ſame words, is flagrant tautology: and in the 
Supplications and Interceſſions, it confounds 
that union between Miniſter and Congrega- 
tion, intended to be kept up, increaſed and 
An | | made 


Serm. I. made appear by their mutually ſupplyin © hi 
WI e appear by y 1uPP1y10g eac 
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Detency and order 


others requeſts, and thus acknowledging and 


. deſiring, that the offering of the one with- 


arguments ſhall I uſe to remedy 


out the other be not made perfect. 
The laſt: error I ſhall mention, tho' more 
innocent than any of the former, yet is rather 
more inconvenient than they all; becauſe 
more extenſive, running thro' and diſturbing 
the greater part of the Service: And this is 
the Peoples repeating the COLLECTS, or 
prayers ſo called, after the Miniſter: a cuſtom 
founded in an error, which if I could remedy, 
I ſhould cut off thoſe errors of the greater 
magnitude, as flowing from the ſame common 
ſources, ignorance and imitation. Now what 
it? This 
one argument would be ſufficient to a willing 


mind, to prove it grounded on an error. For 
who would go on in a wilfull error in the 


worſhip of him, who is a God of perfection? 
Now I ſay, that this cuſtom is grounded on 
a double or complicated error, being 1ſt, con- 


trary to the nature of theſe Prayers, as is ma- 


nifeſted from their name; and 24y, contrary 


to the intention of the Church, as is manife- 


ſted in the Rubrick. 
For firſt theſe prayers are principally named 
COLLECTS, becauſe they collect, that is, 


Saber into one form thoſe alternate petitions, 


which 


whic 
tWee 
ſwer 
let. 
offer 
confi 
Ame 
tech 


deſir 
tion 
deed 
the 
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which in.offering up were before divided be- Serm. I. wn 
tween the Prieſt and People in verſicles and an- 9 13 
ſwers: which petitions thusgathered into a Col- N 
lect were appointed from the beginnii to be "oe 
offered up by the Prieſt alone; the people only "8 
confirming them, by anſwering at the cloſe, 1 
Amen; which as interpreted by our Ca- i 
techiſm ſignifies, fo be it, or this is our Bl 
deſire. And as a man's ſealing and declara- 46M 
| tion renders an inſtrument his own a&.and 1 
| deed, tho' written by the hand ard read by "A 
| the mouth of a ſteward: ſo the people thus FM 
| ſealing each Collect by that publick declara- 11 
tion, Amen, make it their own requeſt, tho 1 4 
offered up by the mouth of the. Miniiter, the bt A, 
| ſteward in the houſhold of God. . 
II. That this cuſtom is contrary to the * 


intention of the Church, is declared from the 
| i Rubrick, which directs in expreis words, 
that after the Collects < the people ſhould 
| © anſwer”, Amen. Now can the Church 
be ſuppoſed guilty of ſuch a ſoleciſin; as to 
direct the People to anſwer to themſelves, 
| the Congregation to reply to the Congrega- 
tion? Vet if the People repeat the Collect, 
and alſo ner with an n AG Wha Wo they 


's 4 „% $: 


i SeeRabrick after the Abſolution, Morning Service. 
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Serm. I. but make Aae to themſelyes? 1 grant, that 
in the general Confeſſion and the Lords. 
prayer, the people are directed to repeat the 
whole Form, as well as to fay Amen, after 

the Miniſter. But there is this diſtinQion, 

In theſe they repeat the Amen, as a part: in 
the Collect they add it, as an anſwer. In 
theſe the Amen is ſaid by the Miniſter him. 
ſelf, as one joyning with the Congregation: 
in the Chllects the Amen is ſaid only by the 
Congregation, as ſeparate from and replying 
to the Miniſter. In the former it is faid by 
way of repetition, in the latter of reſponſe 
Wherefore in the Collects the Miniſter would 
err, if he ſubjoyned Amen; as much as the 
People, if they repeated the Form; both mi. 
ſtaking and mutually invading each other 
part, appointed ſeverally in the Nubricl. 
Io prevent this irregularity the Church hath 
obſerved even a literal diſtinction in the print 
In the Confeſſion and Lords. prayer, as alf 
in the Creeds and Doxology, whereof thc 
Annen is a part, to be ſaid therefore both by 


letter with the Form. But in the Collects 
whereto it is ſubjoined only as an anſwer, to 
be made only by the People, it is printed in 
a different character. But why do not men 


even of themſelves in theſe obvious caſes judge 
what 


appoi 
gregal 
divine 
humay 
bis li 
in ob! 
mand 
| ever t 
omit 
| hath e 


Prieſt and People, it is printed in the fame i 
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what is right? Why not with their own eyes Serm. I. 
diſcern, what the Church hath fo viſibly di- btn 
ſtinguith'd ?- 

As to the Confei ion, neceſſary it was, 
that every worſhipper ſhould repeat the whole 
Form, confeſſing his own fins with his own 
mouth: otherwiſe were this performed by 

| the lips of the Miniſter alone, it would not 

| be in a proper ſenſe confeſſion but conſent. 
The fame may be ſaid of the Confeſſions of 
Faith in the Creeds. 
| As to the Lord's-prayer, the Church ith 
| appointed it to be ſaid by the whole Con- 
gregation, to ſhew a peculiar regard to this 
| divine Form of our Lord's inditing above all 
human compoſitions; for full of grace were 
his lips above the ſons of men: but chiefly 
in obedience to his injunction, who com- 
manded it to be ſaid by his Diſciples when- 
| ever they prayed; which leſt any one ſhould 
| omit thro” ignorance or neglect, our Church 
| hath enjoined it to be rehearſed by the People, 
„ where ever it is uſed iu divine ſervice”. 
But in all the other prayers, which are called 
Colletts, it has ordered the People to accom- 
pany the Miniſter only with a pure hearr, 
and at the cloſe to anſwer, Amen, with an 
humble voice. 


D 2 Now, 
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VN reftion to be right and meet, if we would bur 


Decency and order 
Now, my brethren, we muſt allow this di- 


conſider the office of the Miniſter. For he is 
ordained to be to the Congregation, what 
Aaron was to Moſes, inſtead of a moith, 
For which reaſon the Miniſter, tho' ſpeaking 
alone in the Collects, ſpeaks in the plural 


number, Me pꝛay, or Gzant us, or the like. | 


In the Litany, tho he alone offers up the 
Interceſſions, That it may pleaſe thee, &c 
The people ſubjoin, Mt beſecch thee to heat 


ug, acknowledging that they ſpoke by the 


mouth of the Miniſter. Wherefore as the A. 


poſtle argues after a like manner and for the 1 
correction of a like diſorder, were the wwhol: 


body a mouth, where were the hearing! 
Were all Prieſts ordained to ſpeak or to oflcr 
up the prayers, where were the Congregation 
to hear whar is fpoken, or to confirm with 
an Amen what is prayed for? If this irregu- 
larity appears monſtrous in the natural body, 
why not alſo in the myſtical ? If we appcald 
from nature to reaſon, this cuſtom would be 
equally condemn'd, as irrational. For ſhould 
men offer in the ſame manner their petitions 
to their Governor, would he accept them! 
When application is made by the great Coun: 
cil of the Nation to the Throne, ſhould that 
addreſs which is deyolyed on the Speaker, be 


pro 


cord. 


verſi 


ble te 
ſoun 
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pronounced by every member of the ſenate, Serm. I. 
would not the Sovereign ask with aſtoniſh- WY Vo 


ment, what meaneth this confyſion? Do 
theſe perſons atrend me from the houſe of 
wiſdom, or an hoſpital of lunacy ? If then 
nature, when appealed to, repreſents this 
cuſtom as monſtrous, and if reaſon and policy 
reproves itas irrational, what can be pleaded 
in its Vindication ? The beſt plea that can be 
offered, is that it is by {ome ſaid to be a double 
help to devotion; 1*, by fixing the attention 
of the mind, that it wanders not; and 24y, by 
raiſing its intention, that it faulters nor. 

1. As to the firſt plea, that the repeating 
the prayers after the Miniſter, is a preſerva- 
tive againſt wandrings, to remedy this infir- 
mity, I would recommend reading the form, 


rather than rehearſing it aloud. The ſilent 
eye is as ſure a guard and a more decent guide, 
than the ſounding voice. Or if ſuch inſiſt, 


that the hearing of the ear docs more 
awaken and ſo hold the attention; I equally 
inſiſt, that this may better be done by hear- 
ing the voice of the Miniſter, than ones own. 


But alas! the univerſal murmur, or rather diſ- 


cord, uſually raiſed by the multitude and di- 
verſity of voices, neither obſerving nor capa- 
ble to obſerve time and order in rehearſing, is 
found inſtead of fixing to interrupt and ſhat- 
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germ. I. ter the ſtrongeſt attention, to diſturb the moſt 9 


 YV feryent worſhipper; ſo that he cannot attend rep 
upon the Lord without diſtraction. This is me 
the experienced effect of this cuſtom, where 800 
it prevails; as it ought every where to pre- to 
vail, if it be found an advantage: but if a di- jud 
ſturbance, as it has been found, it ought ro be WM hea 
baniſh'd out of every Congregation. W 


2. If it be pleaded, that the repeating the bot 
words after the Miniſter helps to keep up the the 


intention of the heart and to make it more fer- to 1 
vent in prayer, as if the fire of deyotion Th: 
burnt themore by being ſuffered to take vent MW of x 
and to break out in vocal expreſſions; in an- con 
{wer I do not conceive, how it can increaſe bec. 
the intention, when in fact. it muſt divide ir, MW the 


obliging the worſhipper to accompany the dail 
Miniſter with the voice, as well as with the fror 
heart. I ſpeak by full experience, that I can ear, 


pour out my heart to God with greater fer- ¶ min 
vency, when another officiating I only attend mor 
as one of the Congregation, than if T mini- cell, 


ſter before them; when my heart and my I to a 
tongue are both employ'd, and I am under men 
the double care, to take heed to the words BW ofte 
of my month as well as meditation of my and 
heart. And the ſame diſadvantage muſt of Þ wile 

courſe attend every hearer that repeats, as low: 
well as the Miniſter that reads the Service. Þ wou 

Perhaps 


in publick worſhip. 39 
perhaps thou haſt the ability and talent to Serm. J. 
repeat all the Service by heart. Very com- SVY 
mendable it is; but have it to thyſelf. Let 
not thy advantage become an inconvenience 
to others, and a temptation to them alſo ro 
judge, that thou doeſt this to be ſeen and 
heard of men; and ſo it turns into a double 
ſtumbling-block to thy brethren, an hindrance 
both to their piety and to their charity; to 
their piety, by interrupting their prayers; 
to their charity, by tempting their cenſure. 
Thanks be to God, the ſame talent or faculty 
of repeating the Service by heart, is generally 
common to all, that frequent it. Why? but 
becaule the Service itſelf is common, becauſe 
| the prayers themſelves are repeated in their 
| daily courſe: and tis impoſſible, but what is 
| from our youth ſo conſtantly heard with the 
ear, muſt alſo be grafted inwardly on the 


. mind. Boaſt not then thyſelf of what is com- 
d mon to others; but rather boaſt of that ex- 
i- WM cellency of our Service, that it is common 


y I to all; that by being ſuch, it is heard and re- 
er membred of all; chat ſo their memory can 
1s oſten help cheir infirmity in hearing it read, 
„and enable many to join in it; which other- 
of Þ wile thro' diſtance of feats, deafneſs of age, 
as lownels or imperfection of voice in the Prieſt, 
de. 1 be impracticable. 


ps D4 To 


40 
Serm. I. 


Decency and order 


To conclude this irkſome theme, if irkſome 


. to the hearer, more ſo to the ſpeaker : Be- 


diſturb all that hear us. 


hold then a true devotion is beſt read in the 
looks, not heard from the lips. Our of the 
abundance of the heart, if filled with piety, 

the whole | countenance ' ſpeaketh ſilently”, 
but moſt emphatically ; ſo as beſt to expreſs 
our own deyotion, and diffuſe it into all that 
behold us: whereas the utterance of the lips 
muſt in ſome degree diſtract ourſelves, and 
The rule of our 


Church is this: Let every member of the 


Congregation accompany the Miniſter with a 


pure, but fervent heart, thro all rhe Collects; 


aſſenting to the prayers offered up by him 


with all his might ; and confirming that aſſent 
by joining in the publick Amen of ſuch an 
one the Church may boaſt, that ſhe has found 
a worſhipper after her own heart, 


in publick worſhip. 4rt 


HE ſame uniformity, which hath in Serm. 
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the former diſcourſe been explained  *-_ ; 
= 80 4 A 4* 
and recommended with regard tg = 
| our yoices, and the time and manner by MI 
of sdoining therewith in our publick Service, I 1 


| ſhall in this proceed to treat of in the ſame 


— 
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| W method with reſpect to our geſtures, when 
and wherein we ought to conform with out 
bodies. For we muſt glorify God, above all 
8 in his own houſe and in his holy worſhip, 
Lich our bodies as well as 5 ſpirits, WICH are : ©: s. 

| God's. * a 
| Nevertheleſs, in recommending theſe 8 
even to the members of our Church, that they 
may in this diſputing age have wherewithal 
to ſatisfy their own minds, as well as zo give 
| an anſwer to Sol <rs, [ judge it expe- 

dient; 

I. Briefly to prove the lawfulneſs of bodily 
geſtures, rires or ceremonies in the Chriſtian 


| Worſhip in general; and 


— mo 


John 4. 
21, &c. 
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Decency and order 
II. The uſefulneſs of ſuch, as are in uſe in 
che Church of Englan sas. 

I. I ſhall prove the lawfulneſs in the Chri- 
ſtian worſhip of bodily geſtures, rites or ce- 
remonies, or in general terms, of bodily 
worſhip. 


A point, which unhappily came into doubt 
and diſputation in theſe latter days from the 


miſinterpretation of that Scripture, where 


our Lord ſpeaking of the worſhip under the 
Goſpel, faith, the hour cometh and now is; 


when the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in ſpirit and in truth. For the 


Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is 
a Spirit; and they that worſhip him, mill 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. This i; 
that ſtumbling-block, at which ſo many have 
ſtumbled and fell from our Communion; and 
at which ſome, that are weak among us, are 


ſtill apt to ſtumble, and to be diſturbed, if 
not offended. 


For ſatisfaction herein, I ſhall ſhew from 
the context, and that confirmed by the inter- 
pretation of our Church, (which ſhould be a 
ſatisfaction to the members of it) that tho' 
this paſſage in ſound and appearance ſeems to 


forbid, at leaſt diſcountenance, a bodily wor- 


ſhip; yer in the original meaning and intent 
it 1 no manner of relation to it. For it 


Was 


in publick worſhip. > = 
was ſpoken to the Samaritan woman, with re- Serm. 
gard to the true place of worſhipping God by II. 
the Legal Sacrifices, which place the Jews held 
to be at Jern/alem, the Samaritans to be at 
mount Gerigim. That both Jews and Sa. 
maritans had other places of worſhip, as 
| MW Synagogues and Proſeuchas, where the Law 
and the Prophets were wont to be read and 
: WW prayers to be made on the Sabbath-day, is a 
fact unqueſtionable and acknowledged. When 
therefore our Lord in anſwer to the woman's 
queſtion, which of the two places ſhe men- 
2 W tioned was the true place of worſhip, faith, 
the hour cometh and now is, that neither in 
his mountain, viz. Gerigim, nor in feru- 
alem men ſhould worſhip the Father, he 
e muſt mean by the Sacrifices appointed in the 
d Law, which could be offered only in one 
e place, the place which the Lord ſhould chuſe : Dent. 
but that inſtead of theſe ordinances which * 
| were carnal, conſiſting of the bodies of beaſts, 
n Sc. ſhould now under the Goſpel which was 
coming on, ſucceed ſpiritual offerings; in- 
àſtead of theſe that were typical, ſhould ſucceed 
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real or true. Thus in oppoſition to the Law Joh. :.r1: MY 
o the Goſpel is called irit and truth. Ephcſ. 11 ll 
The mecaning of the paſſage then is this: 125 16 


ic Þ that under the Goſpel a more ſpiritual wor- 
it Þ thip ſhould ſucceed in the place of the cere- 
Ca monial 


44 


1 


5 and attributes of God, who is a ſpiritual being, 


the bondage of the Legal ceremonies, there. 
fore to be accompanied with no ceremonies at 


ſuch as ſhould be offered up in all nations: a 
worſhip alſo, which conſiſting of ſpiritual 


in Chriſt. 


the former were aboliſhed for their excels, 
ſo ſome were retained for their uſefulnels;Þ ©® 


* 0 „ c ä enen Pp Rr R , nn. 9 
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POR worlhiy of the Law, which conſiſted ; in 
facrifices and types; a worſhip which ſhould 
be more free, no longer ſhut up under the dark- 
" ab and bondage of figures, nor tyed up to 
one place, as that was at Jeruſalem; but 


offerings would be more ſuitable to the nature 


and would anſwer and be the reality or truth 
of thoſe ty pes, which were now accompliſh'd 


And in this ſenſe concerning this paſſage 
our Church explained and juſtified itſelf to- 
wards the Romaniſts at the Reformation in 
the Preface concerning Ceremonies, why 
ſome were aboliſhed for their exceſſive mul. 
titude. Becaufe, as it there ſets forth, Chriſt' 
c“ Goſpel is not a ceremonial Law (as much 
ce of Moſes's law was) but it is a religion to 
& ſerve God, not in bondage of the figure ot 
c ſhadow, but in the freedom of the ſpirit” 
But was the Goſpel-worſhip, becauſe freed from 


all? Our Church makes no ſuch inference: Þ 
but on the contrary declares, that as many oi 


« being 


in public worſhip. 45 


« 5being ſuch, as ſerye to a decent order and Serm. 
« godly diſcipline, and are apt to ſtir up the II. 
« dull mind of man to the remembrance of 
his duty to God by ſome notable and ſpecial 
« {ignification, whereby he might be edificd. 
From this declaration of our Church, the 
Puritans as well as Papiſts, ſo far as they ſe- 
parated upon the account of the number of 
our Ceremonies, have been eyer ſince left 
without excuſe; the former having no cauſe 
to complain of ſuperfluity, nor the latter of f 
want: in thoſe, that were retained, the Puri- 1 
tans could object nothing over; nor of thoſe, f 
that were aboliſhed, the Papiſts could plead 
no lack. But then as to ſuch (for ſuch allo 
there were even in thoſe days) that made that 
wild inference from this Scripture, that no 
ceremonies at all ought to be retained in the 
Goſpel-worſhip, the Preface refers them to 
the manifeſt impoſſibility of the thing: if 
« they conſider, that without ſome ceremonies 
| © jt isnotpoſſible to keep up any order or quiet 
13 diſcipline i in the Church, they will eaſily per- 
« ceiye juſt cauſe to reform their judgments. 
It might be wonder'd, how it could be 
the judgment of any man, much more of any 
ſect of men, that our Lord ſhould by this or 
any other laying, forbid bodily — in 
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Decency and order 
worſhip, when he contradicted it all along by 
his own practice, and ſuffered it to be con- 
tradicted by the conſtant practice of his A- 
poſtles, yea of Prophets and Patriarchs, of 
all his Saints from the beginning of the World. 
Nay, it might be rather wondered, how any 
could ſuppoſe the Goſpel, the word of wil- 


dom, to forbid bodily geſtures in the ſacred 
actions of religion, which in all actions na- 


ture will extort. For whilſt we are and act 


in the body, we muſt act in ſome poſture, we 


muſt uſe ſome geſture, whatever actions we 


are about, whether in the ſanctuary or in the 


houſe, in religion or in civil life. What is 
more, it hath been cuſtomary in all ages of 
the Church, to uſe the ſame ceremonies in 


both. Thus we bow down in the ſame man- 


ner to our Goyernor and to our God. We 
kneel before our Sovereign, when we pre- 
ſent our petitions to him: and we kneel be- 
fore ourMaker, when we offer up our prayers 
to him. The actions are accompanied with 
the ſame geſtures, tho' eſſentially differenced 


by the inward intention and acknowledgment W 


of the doer, and thereby become either civil 
or ſacred. When we bow down or kneel 


before men, theſe are acts of civil reſpect; 
when before God, theſe are acts of divine 


worſhip. 
o 8 Well 


in publick worſhip. 47 


Well then, the law fulneſs of a bodily wor- Soom: 


ſhip is ſo far from being forbidden in W 
writ, that it is aſſerted by the conſtant 

ice of our Lord, of his Apoſtles, and of al 
his Saints and Servants under the Old and 
New Teſtament. Neither could it eyer be 
forbidden, becauſe founded in neceflity from 
nature and from government. Without ſome 


bodily ceremonies, no worſhip can be per- 


formed by us, whilſt we are in the body; nei- 


7 


| ther can © any order or quiet diſcipline in 


| © the Church”, whilſt it ſubſiſts in a publick 


| body, be preſerved. 

| Tho' the worſhipping God in Pivit and in 
truth taken in this relative ſenſe, as it was 
| ſpoken by our Saviour, be oppoſed only to 
| the ſpecial worſhip of the Law, which was 
| facrificial and typical; yet if it be interpreted 
| alſo in an abſolute ſenſe, (as under one Text 
E diverſe doctrines may be comprehended ) 
| Spirit as oppoſed to body, and truth to 


| falſehood, then it is in excluſion to a wor- 


| ſhip, that is external and hypocritical; a wor- 
| ſhip equally forbidden before under the Law, 
as now under the Goſpel. For God, the ſame 
| yeſterday, to day, and for ever, zs a Fpirit, 
| a Father of Spirits, and ſearcher of hearts : 


| and his worſhip under all diſpenſations, Legal 


| and nenen, muſt be internal and ſincere. 


We 
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17 We muſt worſhip him in Spirit, not With 
geſtures only; and in truth, not with diſſi. 
mulation. 

Having proved the lines; yea ne- 
ceſſity of bodily geſtures or Ceremonies in 
divine worſhip, | (hall [3 

II. Shew the uſefulneſs of ſuch, as are re. 
tained and practiſed in our Church; Which. 
uſefulneſs is derived, 1ſt, from their * 
and 24y, their uniformity. 

1. They are uſeful by their n for 
hereby they ſerve to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral 
offices in the courſe of our publick Ser vice. 
They do, by a natural ſignification, con. 
firmed thro' uſe, notify which office is paſſe! 
and which comes on. Thus when at the firſt W 
all fall down on their knees, this tells the N affec 
People, that the general Confeſſion begins. Wand 
When they ſtand up together, that the invi- WW feſſio 
tatory, viz. O come let us ſing, &c with And 
the Pſalms ſucceeds. When all fit down in Wguith 
the poſture of attention, as Mary at the feet ¶ that 
of Jeſus, that the Leſſons follow. When be 1a 
afterwards they ſtand up or turn towards the preſſi 
holy Table, that then is che rehearſal o of the Servi. 
Creed. their! 

Thus theſe 1 are not dumb ceremo·¶ Praye 
nies: tho they have no ſpeech, no artificiaſh — 
Language, yet they have a natural one; 1 * 

etteſ 


| expreſſing thoſe ſeveral affections, that are 
ſuited ro the different offices or parts of wor- 
ſtanding expreſſes a threefold 
affection, at the Hymns and Pſalms of joy, 
at the Creeds of reſolution, at the Goſpels of 
| reſpect. So kneeling, that other compre- 
henſive geſture, has an equal train of holy 
{affections attending upon it, fear, humility 
and devotion; fear and humility at the con- 
feſſions of ſin, and devotion at all the prayers. 
And theſe affections are imply'd and diſtin- 


| ſhip. Thus 


in bublick N orſhip. 


than the other by the car; © being apt, as 
the Church affirms, to ſtir up the dull 
4 mind of man to the remembrance of his 


| « duty to God by ſome notable and ſpecial 


« ſignification; whereby he may be edified 


publick devotions. 
And thus they are naturally apt to do by 


guiſhed in the directions; which command, 


that the Confeſſion in the daily Service ſhall. 
be ſaid, the People k reverently kneeling, ex- 
preſſing their fear or awe; in the Communion- 
Service, the People ech ly kneeling, expreſſing 


their humility or lowlineſs; and laſtly, that the 


Mo- 


cial 
nich 
ict 


Prayers or Dohedes ſhall be eic, all! e 


»— 


Can, 18. Rubrick atrer the Azoltie Grain 


E kneeling 


— 
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better enter into the underſtanding by the eye, Serm. 


. 47 


in diſcerning and thence in Performing his 
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Serm. lnecling, expreſſing their nen or ar- 
means to remind us, of what we are about, 


to ſtir up and awaken our dull minds to che 
remembrance of Ru office we are upon; 
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dency. 
As diverſity of geſtures ſerves by theſe 


ſo - 


II. Uniformity of geſtures ſerves til! to 


quicken what is thus ſtirr'd up, and to ei ven 
What is awaken'd, to wit, our dull minds 
and dull affectione, to a greater zeal and fer: 
vency in the performance of thoſe offices. 
When an army marſhalled in array is be- 
beld at its appointed exerciſes, whether mo- 
ving; turning or reſting, doth not an uni. 
verfal attention of the beholders and a lor 
of terror await them in every ſtep, turn, or 
poſition; all which preſently vanithes, as ſoon 
as their ranks are diſunited, and they return 


into a common multitude 2 So is it found in 


an holy Congregation. When all ſtand, knecl 
or turn with one accord, in one united man- 
ner, they then appear as a body, that would 
take heaven by violence; which appearance 
becomes languid or quite loſt in a Congrega- 
tion, when all worſhip promiſcuouſly, uſing a 
different poſture, and turning to different 
views. HHould one that is untearned, as the 
Apoſtle argues before my Text, come into 


the 


the 
ſec 
Fal. 
as V 
tr J.. 
Aſſ 
ſitu; 
com 
not 

1H 
effe 


wor 


| it is 
| fon 
bety 
| acts 
| inſta 
| conf 
| and 

yet 
mani 
ſoeve 
denc 
one 

Iden 
an ic 
gatio 
come 


in publick worſhip. E 
the former regular Aſſembly, he would by a Seim. 
ſecret conviction and lympathy, be apt to II. 
fall down and worſhip God in like manner, 

as well as confeſs that God was in them of a 
truth. But ſhould the ſame come into an 
Aſſembly, obſerving no order in geſtures or 
ſituation, would he not ſay, that he was 
come not into a Church, but a market- daes 

not into a Congregation, but a croud? 

If uniformity in theſe things hath loch an 
effect upon beholders, much more on the 
worſhippers themſelyes. Indeed the force of 
| it is marvellous, and almoſt irreſiſtible: in- 
| fomuch that were there no natural relation 
between our geſtures and the correſpondent 
acts of worſhip ; no ſpecial ſignification, for 
| inſtance, between kneeling and ſupplication, 
| confeſſion of ſin, Sc. or between ſtanding 
and thankſgiving, - confeſſion of faith, Gc. 


. 
Lhe 
V 


q | yet whilſt theſe acts are performed in one 
manner or with one geſture, of what kind 
n- 


0 ſoever that be, a general imitation and ar- 
wh dency will ſpread and, as it were, catch from 
| one to another, as by a ſacred contagion, 
ol Identity of manner creates, or converts into, 


gan identity of mind: and thus the Congre- F 
oh | gation by acting as one body, do FRE be- 

come more one ſpirit. 
atoÞ | 
the 
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Serm. And whilſt this uniformity produces ſuch bot 
Rf excellent effects in the mutual increaſe and dirt 
2 inflammation of our piety, it on the other hol 

hand prevents many bad ones; it prevents For 
that interruption and diſturbance of the devout, Wo! 
(not to mention thoſe faults and follies among the 
the indeyout) which muſt ariſe from a pro- the; 
miſcuous ſituation and mutual aſpects. For MW we: 
put the caſe, art thou intent at the holy iun- 
Table of our Lord, with all thy ſoul and By 
with all thy might, ſhould then a fellow-com- W ther 
municant kneel oppoſite to thee, praying face MW ner 
to face, would not this mutually diſturb, if and 
not confound, each others devotion? The guil! 
ſame inconvenience muſt ariſe from a like B 
irregularity throughout the whole Service, MW the 
which is ſo manifeſt and offenſive at this MW. man 
moſt ſolemn office; and would in every par W man 
be as apparent to us, were but our deyotion | actir 
every where as intent. tenc 
Indeed great and many are the inconve- ¶ is lit 
niencies, that proceed from want of unifor- wilfi 
mity thro* a mixed and irregular poſition in Le 
our Aſſemblies. For beſides that it muſt mu- ¶ worſſ 
tually diſturb our devotions, it obliges us ge. force 
nerally to worſhip with our faces covered, I hid 3 
and what is more, to guard and yeil them and f 
from the inſpection of others with our hands: their 
whereas according to the primitive manner religi 


Hock 


oo or IR. 


in publick worſhip. 


both face and hands ſhould be held open and Serm: 


directed either towards the Mercy-ſear, the 
holy Table, or upwards towards heaven. 
For thus of old, Tertullian relates, Chriſtians * 


worſhipped, with their hands ſtretched out, 
thereby declaring their innocency; and with 


their face uncovered, thereby profeſſing they 
were not aſhamed: Manibus expanſis, quia 
mmnocuts; capitè nudo, quia non ernbeſtimus. 
By this manner he oblerves, they diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves from the Heathens, whole man- 
ner it was to worſhip with the face coyered 
and hands folded, as it were tacitly owning 
ouilt in their hands, and ſhame in the face. 

| Beſides as it compels many Chriſtians to 
the neceſſity of worſhipping thus after the 


manner of the Heathen ; ſo it indulges too 


many, tis fear'd, with an opportunity of 
acting the Heathen, of hiding under this pre- 


| tence of modeſty their mock-picty, or what 


is little different, their impious drowſineſs or 


| wilful indevotion. 


Laſtly, when the moſt religious perſons 
worſhip in this hidden manner, as they are 
forced to do, the example of their piety is 
hid alſo; which otherwiſe being manifeſted 
and ſtreaming forth from their countenance, 


| their eyes, and their hands, would have a 


religious influence on beholders, and pro- 
I Hes voke 
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 Decency ons order 


yoke ſome and ſhame others into an imita- 
tion. 

Well then, my lis. fellow members 
and partakers of the {ame worſhip, the fame 
myſteries, if ſuch be the advantages of uni- 
formity, ſuch the inconveniencies from its 


want, let us yield a ready and joint obedience 


to the directions of our Church, laid down 
in the Rubricks, or the Canons which ex- 
plain and confirm thoſe Rubricks. Doth 


then the Church therein direct us to kn-el, 
at the Confeſſions of ſin, at the Collects, 20 


Litany, at the Commandments, Sc. let us 
where there is a convenience or even a poſſi- 
bility, let us all together fall down and kneel 


before the Lord our Maker. For the Ru- 
bricks are univerſal: The Confeſſion is to be 


{aid, © * all kneeling”; the Collects, < * all 
« devoutly kneeling”. Doth the Church en- 
join us to ſtand, at rehearſing the Doxolo- 
gies, the Hymns, the Pſalms, the Creeds, the 
Goſpels, and the like? let us all ſtand up to- 
ther as one man, not one failing. Again is 
that antient uſage, tho' not enjoined, conti- 
nued among us, as it is in many Churches, 
to turn towards the Eaſt, or Chancel at the 
rehearſal of the Creeds? Let us as one body, 


1— 


6—— . 


— — — —e — 


® Rubrick before the Confeſſion. | 
o Rubrick after the Apoſtle's Creed, 


becauſe 


in publick worſhip. 5 5 
becauſe baptiſed into and now confeſſing one Serm. 
faith, comply herewith, declaring by this II. 
uniformity of geſture, that \ we hold the unity * 
of faith. 

But becauſe this uſage, as alſo two other of 
equal antiquity and edification, continued in 
our Church, have been and ſtill are rejected by 
ſome as ſuperſtitious, and declined by others as 
inconvenient ; I ſhall for the better information 
of ſuch as uſe them not, that they may not at 
leaſt condemn thoſe that do; and that thoſe 
that uſe them, may give a reaſon why they 
do; yea for the juſtification of our Church 
and peace of its members, beg leaye to ex- 
plain theſe three uſages more at large; which 
I ſhall do by ſearching into their originals, 
and ſhewing the reaſons and uſes of them. 

1. This firſt uſage, of turning towards 
the eaſt or chancel, the accuſtomed place of 
the holy Table, was derived from hence. 
Before the coming of our Lord, the Gentiles 
among the falſe gods of the ſeveral nations, 
did all generally worſhip the fun; and there- 
„fore had the form of their temples and their 
„ worſhip directed towards the caft, the place 
© Hof his riſing. For which reaſon the Fews, 
„ho were till Chriſt's coming to be kept a 
ſeparate people from the Gentiles, had their 
Tabernacle placed and their Temple built in 
ſe E 4 the 


II. 


WY of the Holy of Holies, wherein ſtood the 


Mal. 4. 2. worſhipping Chriſt Jeſus, the Sur of 74g: 


Zec 6.12, compliſhment of that prophecy, of Ce 


56 


Serm. the oppoſite ſituation; entring in at the eaft, 


and Gentlier were in all things to be vecon. 


baptized, when he firſt renounced Satan the 


Decency and order 
and worſhipping towards the weſt, the place 


Ark. But after Chriſt's death, when Jews 


ciled and made one inChrift; the Fews which 
were but a ſmall people in reſpect to the 
Gentiles which were the whole world, com. 
ply'd with the Gentiles, as in other cuſtoms, 


ſo in the ſituation of rheir temples; which were 
without alteration thenceforth hallowed into 
Chriſtian Churches, the temples of the one true 
and living God. Thus the Gentiles, who in 
times paſt worſhipped the Sun looking to- 
wards the eaſt, the place of his riſing; now 


teouſneſs, ſtill looked towards the ſame 
place, as a ſymbolical memorial of the riſing 
of that great light, which was to lighter 
the Gentiles; and as actually enjoy ing the ac. 


ing the man whoſe name is the EAS T. 


In alluſion to this was the ſame ceremony 
obſerved in Baptiſm. For the perſon to be 


— — 


— _— — 


c For ſo the word, which is tranſlated branch, might bs war 
render'd, being render'd in the vulgar Latin oriens, and in 5 
the Septuagint, &ratehy, ' va upo 


prince 
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prince of darkneſs, turn'd his face to the weſt, Serm. 
the place where darkneſs begins; and then II. 
covenanting with Chriſt, turned his face to 
the eaſt, the region where day-fpring ariſes, 
and which is an emblem of the (avaroay) Luk. 148. 
day-ſpring that was from on high. And ſince | 
the Church uſed this ſignificant rite in the ini- 
tial act of baptiſm, well might it continue the 
ſame in the ſubſequent acts of worſhip. - 

For this reaſon then, the form of Chriſtian 
Churches has from the beginning been directed 
towards the eaſt. For the ſame reaſon have 
the temples of our bodies, when laid in the 
grave, been placed with the face turned the 
fame. way. Hath it been heard, that any 
Church was ever built with its altar, or any 
Chriſtian buried with his face, turned towards 
the weſt, a ſituation contrary to the univerſal 
cuſtom of the Church ? Good God! Thar 
Chriſtians, ſes of Chriſtians, ſhould in theſe 
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4 days make it ſuperſtition to worſhip in that 
| bodily pofition or direction, which yet they 
wy deſire to be buried in; and that the grave 


be! ſhould teach that uniformity to the dead, 
he Which thy Church cannot to the living! 

5 As the form of Churches, ſo by conſe- 
quence the worſhip in them was directed to- 
be wards the caſt part, or chancel, and that alſo 
upon a ſecond and higher reaſon, becauſe 
ce 15 there 


| a _ 0 . * 4 * * * 7 2 "8; 15 TT D 1 * * 7 mY 
. au, 88 F : n ADR * 7 
FOI n . f 


58 1 and de 


Serm. there was placed the Altar or holy Table; 
II. which being the Chriſtian propitiatory, the 
F throne of grace, is conceived to be the place 
of God's ſpecial preſence in Churches, as the 
Ark with the Mercy-ſeat upon it was viſibly 
fo in the Tabernacle and Temple, over which 
the Glory appeared. Now as nature teacheth 
ns in our applications to men to turn to- 

wards and look upon the face of him, to 
whom we ſpeak ; ſo doth it teach us in our 
addreſſes to God to turn and look towards 

the place of his preſence, to whom we pray. 

To this end, as the holy Table, the ſym- 
bol of God's preſence, was placed in the eaſt 
part or chancel; ſo likewiſe the ſeats, when 
if introduced into Churches, were formed and 
1 diſpoſed in ſuch manner; that all perſons 
1 were confined, whether kneeling at pray er 
or ſtanding at thankſgiving, to turn that way. 
This form or poſition of ſeating is retainct 
in moſt Parochial Churches among us at this 
day: in conformity to which the Miniſter, 
when, ſtanding by the Lord's Table, he re- 
hearſes the Commandments, is ordered to 
„turn himſelf to the People”; Which im- 
plys, that the People muſt in one uniform 
poſture be turned towards the Miniſter, or 
holy Table. But ſince thro' the modern ir- 
regular form and — of ſeating, pre- 
voailing 
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vailing in cities and populous towns, this u- 

niformity of poſtures or geſtures thro” the 

whole Service is now render'd impracticable, 

the obſervance of it is more earneſtly recom- 

mended at the rehearſal of the Creeds; that 

we may in one inſtance at leaſt teſtify, that 

we are one and the ſame body, by ſtanding 

i together as one, by placing ourſelves in one 
poſition. 


Should ſome inſiſt on their liberty againſt 


| what is injoin'd, and not to what is accuſto- 
med; why do they not plead it in the prior 
Wande, againſt conforming to the time and 


For neither is the time, when Divine Ser- 
vice ſhall begin, whether at the ninth, tenth 
| or other hour; nor the place, where it ſhall 
be ſaid, whether in the church or chancel, 


; Church refers to what hath been accuſtomed: 
- nay the place, which hath been accuſtomed, 


it 4calls the appointed: And if any be conten- 


tious in theſe caſes, refers the deciſion to the 


1 [| Biſhop or Ordinary. But had our Church left 


us free in the caſe of ulage, hath not the 


Mm 


d Compare the Rubrick for ee prayer with that for 
the Communion. 


g | Scripture 


| conforming to this (or any other) uſage of the 
Church, declaring that they are bound only to 


place, as well as this manner of worſhip ? 


otherwiſe determined than by uſage. The 


* 
dah % 
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Scripture bound us? Doth not the Apoſtles 
argument grounded on the univerſal cuſtom 
of the Church' oblige in all ages, in all 
Churches, as much now in-the Church of 
England, as formerly in the Church of Co- 
rinth? And if it held then in the condemna- 


tion of a practice novel and ſcandalizing, 
much more doth ir hold in the confirmation 


of a practice antient and edifying. 
As to all ſuch among us, who decline this 
uſage not as ſuperſtitious, a {in or will worſhip, 


but barely as inconvenient and a trouble; (For 
ſome there are, that in worſhipping will nei— 
ther turn the body nor bend the knee, be- 


cauſe of the trouble; perſons, who are will- 
ing to offer unto the Lord only that, which 


coſts them nothing: ] muſt be excuſed, if | 


expoſtulare with theſe, how they can make a 
difficulty of complying with this ſingle cerc- 
mony, whilſt they ſhall take much pains in 
turning every way to diſcharge their perſonal 
ceremonies to one another? Whereas in this 
holy place ſet apart for holy purpoſes, that 
other decent ceremony ought to be done; 


and thoſe other perhaps, if not left undone, 


yet leis ſparingly done. Not that the houſe 
of God privileges us from good manners, or 
forbids the practice of it: but only as St. Paul 
in a like caſe argues, have we not houſes fo eat 

and 
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aud to drink, ſo to perform the common cere- Serm. 
monies of life, in? which, tho they may acci- II. 
dentally paſs between Chriſtians in the Church, 3 

ought not ſurely there to be ſtudied, ſought 
after, and invited. Many things might be 
here added to reſtrain thoſe cuſtomary ſalu- 
tations, that are continually paſſing in time of 
Divine Service. However what is here ſaid, is 
but a juſt reprehenſion to all ſuch, who refuſe 
to conform to this ſingle uſage of the Church, 
of turning to the Altar at the rehearſing the 

Creeds, when they can turn to every view to 
ſalute their friends. For what is this in rea- 
lity, but to uſe civility towards the perſons 
in particular, but to put an affront upon them 
as a Congregation? 

2. The ſecond uſage I ſhall explain and re- 
commend is, bowing at the name of 7eſus: 
and I ſhall more carneſtly recommend the 
obſervance of it, becauſe founded on an 
higher reaſon, and expreſly enjoined by the 
ic Canon: which thus directs, That when in 
at © time of Divine Service, the Lord Jef 
-. „ ſhall be mentioned, that due and lowly re- 
e, „ verence ſhall be done by all perſons pre- 
ſe © * fent, as hath been accuſtomed, Sc. 
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Serm. This uſage was begun and practiſed in the 
II. primitive Church upon the ſame foundation, 
as the uſe of the f Croſs in Baptiſm : both 
| which were publickly uſed in oppoſition to 
infidels, Zews'and Gentiles; to the former a 
crucified Saviour being a /iumbling-block, to 

the latter f00/zhneſ5.. Wherefore both joint- 


ly endeavour'd to deſtroy the notion of ſuch i 


a Saviour by expoſing as much as poſſible the 
name Jeſus, which ſignify'd a Saviour, by 
making it a by-word, a name of reproach, and 
the loweſt of all names. The ſame blaſphe. 
mous ſpirit againſt the name continued among 
both, which prompted P7/ate, the Gentil 
governor, to nail it on the croſs in derifion; 
and the chief of the Fews to inſult him there 
by « a: mock-alluſion to his name, he /aved 
others, himſelf he cannot ſave; and after his 
crucifixion induced both (Genzz/es and Ferwws) 
to command the Apoſtles not to ſpeak at all, 
nor teach in the name of Jeſus. 

TheChriſtians on the other hand, the more 
theſe curled that ſacred name, the more they 
bleſled: and appointed a bodily reverence to 


be made at the mention of it in publick wor: 


ſhip, for the ſame reaſon as they did the ſign 
of the Crols in baptiſm, to wit, fn token 


<_—— v4. - > oy —ͤů 2 ye th 


—— — 
See Canon 30, concerning the uſe of the Croſs, 


that 
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that they were not aſhamed to confeſs the Serm. 


faith of Chitſt crucifizd. By this lowly re- 
yerence at the mention of that name, they 
profeſſed that the perſon called by that name, 


was the Saviour of the world; that that ſame 


Jeſus, whom they had crucified, nailing his 
name in mockery over his head, was made 


Lord and Chriſt, and his name made above 
every name. And as God foreſeeing this 
ſcorn of Jews and Geutiles upon that name, 


and that upon account of his crucifixion, had 


for that cauſe preordained in Scripture, that 


at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, Phil. 2. 


| and. every tongue confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt 
was Lord; to they underſtood that prophe- 
| tical command in this ſenſe, and for this rea- 


ſon obſerved and performed it in the Congre- 
gation and before all the world. There is 


no writer, not of the antients on this place, 
« that I can find, ſaith that learned ſearcher 


« of them, Biſhop*4+4rews, but literally un- 


& derſtands it, and likes well we ſhould actu- 


&- ally perfom it”. Certain it is, our Church 


| harh thus underſtood it, and for the ſame rea- 


{on ordained it. For enjoyning, that « when 


in time of Divine Service the Lord Jeſus 


“ thall be mentioned, that due and lowly re- 
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s Sermon on Phil, 2. 10. p. 476. fol. 
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ce yerence ſhall be done by all perſons preſent, wa: 
« ag hath been accuſtomed”; it adds this « K 
reaſon; “ teſtifying by this outward cere- « Ic 


« mony and geſture their inward humility and B 
« due acknowledgment, that the Lord 7eſus exp1 
« Chriſt the true and only Son of God, is the forn 
« only Saviour of the world, in whom all the knee 


4 mercies, graces, and promiſes of God to, bod) 


theleſs the obligation is the ſame on the 


« mankind, for this life and the life to come, 
« are fully and wholly compriſed. the 1 
Whether therefore this be the literal and IMF due 
true interpretation of that ſcriptural paſſage, MW Lor 


or whether the primitive Chutch thus literally Fo 
underſtood it and actually performed it, or ¶ more 


whether our Church hath herein followed 
their interpretation and their practice; never- 


members of our Church to conform to the 
obſervance of it, becauſe that has by a proper 
authority bound it upon them. i 
The injunction of the Canon is univerſal: 
« this reverence ſhall be done by all perſons 
« preſent”, giving a diſpenſation to none, 
that are in the Congregation ; and this mult 
be done, © as it hath been. accuſtomed”. 
Which claule, as it refers to the antiquity of 
this uſage, ſo likewiſe to the cuſtomary man- 


h For 
literal: fe 
to any b. 
whether 


teſy, or 
ver of performing it. This, as explained in been the 
the royal Injunctions, publiſhed 1559. Inj. 52 Noche f. 


Was 


> 


in publick Worſhip. 


was (by uncovering the head of rhe man- 
« kind”, as was then accuſtomed, and © by 
« Jowlineſs of courtely in the women. 
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Serm. 


But which way ſoever this h reverence be 


expreſſed, by men and women, whether the 
former by bowing the head, the latter the 
knee, when ſtanding; or both by bowing the 
body, when kneeling or fitting, as it is now 


the ſame, profitable and holy, which is the 
due acknowledgment, that Jeſus is the 
Fn Ont e e d Rot 

For which reaſon this reverence hath been 
more accuſtomably performed at the Creeds, 


* 


preſs words an article of our confeſſion, vg. 
in Jeſus Chuſt, our Loꝛd. It might allo 
be more fitly obſerved at the cloſe of the 


Canon; when “ the mercies, graces and pro- 


accuſtomed; yet the reaſon is ſtill one and 


when this acknowledgment is made in ex- 


Collects, for that other reaſon given in the 


[: * miles compriſed in Chriſt”, are requeſted. 
15 Wthro' the name (commonly in the ſame words) 


4 of Jeſus Chuſt, our Lo, 
1 — —  C—_ | — 


h For bowing the knee is not to be undetſtood in a ſtrict 


of io any. bodily geſture done by way of reverence or worship; 
whether jt be by uncovering or bowing the head, or cour- 
teſy, or the like ceremony: but becauſe genuflexion has 
been the moſt general way of expreſſing of our inward re- 
verence, adoration, or worſhip, therefore this by a Synec- 
loche is put fot any or for all the reſt . 


F | 


Vas 


If 


literal ſenſe as confined to that ſingle action; but to extend 
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If it be now asked not for contention but 
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ſatisfaction, by any ſober member of our 


Church, why this reverence is to be made at MW th 
the mention of the name, Jeſus, and not as MW gd 
well of the name, Chriſt, by which our MW of 
Lord was called and known in Scripture: ir MW ey; 
may be anſwered, 1*, Becauſe this latter is MW vir 
not commanded in Scripture, nor by the Ca. ten 


non; but the former by both. 20%, Becauſe | be 
b Jeſus was the proper name of outLord, given 
him at his circumciſion, as ours is now given a all 


Baptiſm, to denote and diſtinguiſh him from al FT 
other perſons: the other, viz. Chriſt, not lo; ¶ 707; 
but given him as a /7name or title, denoting WM the! 
| his office. 3d), eue is a more honourabk MW ned 
name, than Chriſt, if compared with it. For leſs 
was not Chriſt, that is, the Auointed, anoinW time 
ted to this end, that he might be a Saviour! nam 
„ Foraſmuch then as that Prelate : inferred, W to b 
« the end is preferred in dignity before the viou 
« means, fo is the name Jeſus before the Matic 
« name Chriſt. Eng 
The ſame may be anſwered concerning hi itſelf 
other names, as the Lord, Mediator, and th If 
like, given him in Scripture: which have bi Fe/: 
ſome been alledged to be ſuperior names, anJF aboy' 
more deſerving this reverence, than the nam the 1 
Jeſuc. For was he not made Lord, as wo wher 
as Chriſt, to the fame end that he might be I tion' 


Saviour 
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Saviour? For the ſame end alſo was he made Serm. 


a Mediator between God and Men. Jeſus 
then is a name not only above every name 
given to the higheſt creatures, but to the Son 
of God himſelf: ot rather it is therefore above 
every name or title given to himſelf, becauſe 


virtually comprehending them all in the ex- 


tent of its ſignification. He was anointed to 
be a propher, a prieſt, a king; he was exalted 
to be Lord and Mediator at God's right hand; 
all this, in order to be a Saviour, a Jeſas. 
But if any ask theſe things our of conten- 
tion, not of good will, the anſwer due to 
theſe enquirers is only that before-mentio- 
ned; namely, that titles are not names, much 
| leſs the proper names of perſons, tho' ſome- 
| times diſtinguiſhing them equally with their 
names. For this laſt reaſon no reverence is 
| to be made at the mention of the word Sa- 
viour, Salvator, cwrye ; which tho' the tran- 


ſlation or expoſition of the name, eus, in 


Engliſh, Latin, and Greek, are not the name 
itſelf. 

If it be farther objected, how can the name 
Jeſus, be the proper name of our Lord, or 
above every name, when other perſons under 
the Law likewiſe had ir? Or if it be, yet 
when either of thoſe perſons ſhall be men- 
tion d in che Leſſons, Epiſtles, Sc. may not 
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Serm. this. reverence. be given to them allo, thro 


II. the indiſtinction and community of names. be 
Io the firſt objection the anſu er is, that fi 
the ſame name was indeed given to certain Ve 


under the Law, but by men; whereas it was 
given to our Lord by God himſelf, and to 
him only. God has honoured other men by 
the name of Chriſts; as touch not myChriſts; 
yea, by the name of Gods; as 1 ſaid ye are 
Gods : But by the name Jeſus, he never cal. 
led any, but his only-begotten Son. 
Again, the perſons honoured with this 
name under the Law, were thought to be ſo 
named, as being types of the true Jeſus; as 
Nele (or Zeſus) the Son of Nun certain: 
ly was. And as in him was figured power 
and might; ſo in Zefus Joſedecſ, goodneſ 
and mercy; and in 7e/ws, Son of Syrach, wil 
dom and knowledge. The firſt, as ſome in. 
terpret, was, a type and figure of Chriſt, a 
King; the ſecand of Chriſt, a prieſt; the third 
of Chriſt, a prophet. 5 
As to the ſecond objection, 5 0 * of 
miſtaking thoſe perſons, when. mentioned in 
the Leſions ns or Ppile, Sc. for the true Je- 
ſis our Lord, thro' the community of names; 
as ſuch ignorance is ſuppoſed by our Church 
to be but in few, ſo are the, occaſions for 
ſuch miſtake to be much ker; 3 ſcarce e 
8 


in publick worſhip. 
be ſuppoſed in the annual circle of its offices; 
ſince the' name, when applied to others, is 


but thrice found throughout the Bible. 


There remain two kinds of objectors to 
this uſage, thar go npon an higher pretext; 


whether real or affected, God is their judge: 


the firſt of theſe alledging, that it hath ar 
heretical tendency, to exalt the Son above 


the Father, at the mention of whoſe name 


6 9 
Serm. 


II. 


we do not uſe the fame ceremony. I anfwer, 


that neither do we bow at the name of the 
Son, any more than of the Father, which 


might ſeem to inſinuate a ſuperiority of the 
Son above the Father; but only at the name 


Je ſus, and that expreſly to aſſert his equa- 
lity with him. We confeſs, as Scripture 


Lord; and that, as it is added, fo the glory 


of God the Father. How then can it be in- 


terpreted to be done in derogation of him? 
Whoſo honoureth the Son, by this or any o- 
ther way, but eſpecially if that way be com- 


| manded, thereby honourerh the Father. 


The ſecond fort of gain-ſayers to this u- 
ſage aſſert, that as it has an heretical ten- 


dency, fo it proceeds from popiſh idolatry: 


affirming it to be the ſame thing, to bow 


down to the dead letters or ſyllables con- 


rained i in the name Je/is, as to do it to the 
37 Hh car ved 


ſpeaks, by this reverence, that Jeſus is the phil a. rr. 
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carved image of his Perſon. But theſe ought « wit 
to conſider, that there is a great difference So tl 
between the ſignification of a name, and the trou⸗ 
repreſentation of an image. Otherwiſe the been 
Scriptures. which command us to worſhip Bu 
the name of the Lord our God, would not cond 
ſay, thou. ſhalt not make to thyſelf any gra- a pat 
Ven image of God, neither ſhall thou Wor- , Ml not | 
ſhip it. the 1, 


Beſides, the Text itſelf gives no ground for 
this objection. For it ſaith not, that 70 the 
name, but af the name of eſus every knce 
ſhall bow. If not to the name itſelf, much leſs 
to the bare ſyllables or even ſound of them: 
for a name conſiſts not in ſound or ſylla- 
bles, but in ſenſe and ſignification; by which 
perſons or things are ſignified, known, and 
diſtinguiſh'd: ſo that by the name 7e/as, the 


perſon of our Saviour, he himſelf is to be I in Kit 
underſtood, For it is not faid, at the name, din, 
Zeſus, but at the name of Jeſus. Al 


Farther as the Text yields no pretence to ¶ uſage 


this miſconſtruction, of bowing at, much they 
leſs to the bare name; ſo the Canon plainly I the 
guards againſt it by changing the former word · ¶ mitti 
ing of the Injunction, tho' borrowed from God 
the Text, running thus, „when the name of meet 
« Je ſus ſhall in the Church be pronounced”; 1 7547 
into this form, & when in time of Divine Ser- 


4 3 vice 
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« ice the Lord Jeſus ſhall be mentioned“, * , 
So that all oppugners of this uſage as idola- 
rrous ſince the publication of the Canon, have 
been left without excuſe. 
Bur after all, they conſider not, that they 

condemn the ſame thing in one caſe, which in 
a parallel they allow and ule. For do they 
not kneel and allow kneeling, in calling upon 
the name of the Lord Feſus in prayer? Why 
then is it not as lawful in acts of worſhip paid 
to our bleſſed Lord, to bow the head as the 
knee; why not one member as well as ano- 
ther; and why not the whole body, as one 
member? Nay, to inſtance not in a like but 
the fame caſe ; when the knee is bowed, whe-- 
ther in calling upon that ſacred name, or *in 
|< lowlineſs of curteſy at the mention of it, 
by what diſtinction can the ſame action, ſame 
in kind and intention, be at one time deyo- 
„don, at another ſuperſtitionn? 

Alas! let the ſcrupulous oppoſers of chis 
) uſage under the jealouſy, leſt by uſing it 
1 | chey may be thought to make an idol of 
che name, take as great heed, leſt by o- 
. mitting it they be ſuſpected not to make a 
n | God of his Perſon. An admonitiqn not un- 
f | mect in theſe dangerous days, when the A. 
; ria herely, as of old, creeping into houſes 
r- a chene into the cnaple, eateth as doth a 
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Serm: canker :\ privily bringing this * due acknow- 


4 ledgment, that Fe/is is the Lord, teſtified 
c by this 'bodily reverence at his name, into 
diſuſe; that henceforth no kxee- may bow 
unto him; and the Nicene and Athanaſian 
Creeds, ſo declarative of his Godhead, which 
cannot be diſuſed, into diſpute ; that alſo no 


tongue may confeſs him. O thou Saviour of, 


the wozld, to whom all things in heaven and 
earth do bow and obey, be now and ever⸗ 
moꝛe our defence againſt this deadly-herely ; 
and by thy enlightening and quickening Spirit, 
one God with thee and the Father, make us 
know and feel, that there is no other name 
under heaven, given to man, in whom and 
thꝛough whom we map receive Salvation, 
but only the name ok the Loꝛd Jeſus, 

3. I paſs to the third and laſt uſage; which 
as it is proper to recommend, | becauſe in it- 


ſelf highly decent and edifying, and as ſuch, 


practiſed by the Primitive Church in the pu- 
reſt times; ſo it is neceſſary to juſtify, be- 
cauſe ſtil] continued and uſed in all Cathedral 
and Collegiate Churches throughout the land, 


and moreover bound upon the Members of 


ſome of thoſe * mien by their Local 

es. Mer 
The uſage is, 1 all perſons to A reve- 
made or obey ſance at their going into, and 
coming 


in pub Hick worſhip. © 73 


coming out of the Church. The like reve- Serm. 
rence hath been accuſtomed to be done, when II. 
we eee the . Table, or return from | 
it. 
"The former inflnce was fully plaid 
| and earneſtly recommended by the Iynod, 
1640. in the-« Declaration concerning ſome 
- BB © rites and ceremonies”, which faith,“ Where- 
| « as the Church is the houſe of God, dedi- 
- iW © cated to his holy worſhip, and therefore 
« ought to mind us both of the greatneſs and 
« p00dnefs of his divine Majeſty, certain it is 
that the acknowledgment thereof, not only 
* inwardly in our hearts, but outwardly in 
« our bodies, muſt needs be pious in itſelf, 
« profitable unto us, and edify ing unto others. 
« We therefore think it very meet and be- 
| © hoveful, and heartily commend it to all 
t. good and well-aftefted people, members of 
1, „ this Church, that they be ready to render 
„ unto the Lord the ſaid acknowledgment, 
e- © by doing reverence and obey ſance, both at 
al © their coming in, and going out of the ſaid 
d, “ Churches, Chancels, and Chapels, according 
\f 4 to the moſt ancient cuſtom of the Primitive 
al Þ Church in the pureſt times, and of this 
« Church alſo for many years of the Reign 
e- of Queen Elizabeth. The reviving of 


1d Þ © which ancient and laudable cuſtom, we 
ug « heartily 
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«, heartily commend to the ſerious ponſidera- 
“ tion of all good people, not with any in 

< tention to exhibit any religious worſhip to 

« the Communion-Table, the Eaſt, or Church, 
« or any thing therein contained, in ſo do- 
« ing, or to perform the ſaid geſture in the 
« celebration of the holy Euchariſt, upon an 
opinion of a corporal preſence of the body 
« of Jeſus Chriſt on the holy Table, or in 
« myſtical Elements ; but only for the ad- 
“ yancement of God's Majeſty, and to give 
« him alone the honour and glory that is 


” due unto him, and no otherwiſe. 


The latter inſtance of this uſage, of doing 
reyerence at our approach or return from the 
the Lord's Table, tho' not ſo expreſſly re- 
commended, is yet juſtify'd in that Declara- 
tion. But is it not alſo juſtify'd and virtually 
recommended in general, ſeeing it is in one 
inſtance directed both to Prieſt and People by 
the Rubrick following the i Ofertory; which 
orders, & that the Church-wardens (the re- 
preſentatives and agents for the people) or 
« ther fit perſon, ſhall receive the atms, 
„ &c. in 4 e . and reberently 


ä * 


—— 
— _ 


i The ſentences before the prayer 185 Chritrs Church 
the © Offerrary. 


militant, to be ſaid, * the cot offered, thence called 


« bring 


in publick worſhip. 75 


« bring it to the Prieſt, who ſhall humbly Serm. 


The intention of our Church, as declared 
and ſet forth in that Canon, in recommend- 


« teſtify our due acknowledgment of our 
Lord's divinity and his redemption of the 
„world, and withal “our own inward humi-' 


greatneſs who dwells in this houſe and our 
own unworthineſs to come under his roof. 


or return from it, we by the fame ceremony 


7 

5 acknowledge his infinite goodneſs and glory, 
bvbo vouchſafes to admit us there, and our un- 
h worthineſs to approach to, or even ſo much as 


do gather up the crumbs from under his Table. 
On the other hand, we declare, that 
oy 


in the Church, we do not bow down or 
— offer worſhip to the Church itſelf, or any 
ching contained therein. So when a 

| proaching to or returning from the Com- 
munion- Table, we make obeyſance, we do 
not 


« preſent and place it upon the holy Table. II. 


ing this obeyſance upon theſe occaſions, is (we 
ſee) founded on like reaſons, as in enjoyning 
it at the mention of the name of our Lord 
Jeſus: For as by that bodily geſture we 
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+ lity”; ſo by performing the ſame at our 
entrance into the Church, we likewile teſtify 
the like acknowledgment of God's infinite 


'So when we approach the Lord's Table, 


Aa a 5 ** 2 
4 ee : 
wt „ 8 n 
Les” . ey, ot e 
— * "PP: 
—— 4 wor... 


» Py _—_ KL 4 
3 * — — n 25 
PX 7 = — S 
* _— 2% 7 
4 SF os 8 = {= 
2 =. 


when entring in or going out, we bow down 


> 
12 5 2 
>” hrs — 
* WS 


3 
n 


= . ner «Aa - tg * _ . " * . y 2 — > 
r . won Bu ED ˙ os 2 8 WIN os 2 r . 8 
5 2 \ r r — — 2 — 22 * — 
4 2 — — Fr your ww —— gap 4 r ab > in 0 
y c 22 * 2 


nn 


= 


TOES 


N p 2 
if bes 


2 * 9 2 Tu ry "> * 
- * WW TTY 
3 a 


; — i order 


yp. not how down to it, nor worſhip. it, nor any 4! 
* thing placed thereon. Thus the Peers of 75 
this Realm, when they enter their honourable 12 


ſenate-houſe, are wont by their Repreſenta- 
tive, to make obeyſance towards the Throne, wh 


tho the Sovereign be abſent in perſon ; not bes 
thereby idolizing the Throne it ſelf, but only . 5 
teſtifying their due acknowledgment of his MW | 
Sovereignty and Majeſty. l F 


But ſome demand, to what then or ol 
to whom do we make this obeyſance? I re b 
ply, to whom doſt thou kneel? to whom 


doſt thou ſpeak? to whom doſt thou ſtretch 8 
forth thy hands? not to the Church, not to 885 
the Altar; no, but to God himſelf, who tho do, 
eminently dwelling in Heaven, Tpecially 485 
dwells alſo in this holy Temple. Thu 

We ſhould conſider, that there is an WEn- } 5 
tial difference between bowing down towards ae 
the Altar or holy Table, and bowing down to iſ = 3 
it. In the former caſe the Altar only directs the . 
poſture of our worſhip, in the latter it receives 1700 
it. In the former it is only a local circumſtance, Us. 
directing; in the latter it is the object, ter- 770 
minating our adoration. Now if it were ido- © 
latry, in worſhipping to direct our poſture to- 825 


ward the Altar, becauſe a creature or thing 
crelted, it would be 1 idolatry to do it 
| 9: eownnd o © 


in publick worſhip. 77 
towards Heaven itſelf, which is created no Serm. 

bees than the Altar; tho? that be called God's 
Throne, as this his Foot ſtool. Vet our Lord © 

hath taught us in praying to ſay, Our Father 

which art in Peaven. If then, (to uſe the 
' BY words of the great & Mede) it “ be lawful in 
J © worſhipping to determine the Place of the 
| « divine preſence in our ſpeech, it is no leſs 


« lawful to do the like at the ſame time with 
4 our poſture; which is no more, but to ex- 

fa that viſibly by our geſture, which we 
« utter yocally with our mouths. _ 

The practice of the Jewiſh Church was at 
their approaching or entring into the courts of 
the Tabernacle or Temple, to worſhip or bow 
down towards the Holy of Holies, wherein 
) I food the Ark, the ſymbol. of God's preſence. 
Thus Pſal. 132. 7. We will: go into bis Ta- ges Pia. 
i bernacle, and worſhip towards his foot ſtool. 99: 5: 
For ſo the Ark with the Mercy- ſeat upon it was 
* called, as being a footſtool to him, Who /are Sam. 4.4. 
9 the Cherubims that ſtood above. And 
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_ tis by ſome judged, that this cuſtom of the 
. Jews of worſhipping towards the Holy of 
* Holies, or rather the Ark with the Mercy ſeat 
0. on it, called the Propitiatory, was — the 
ni Primitive Ehrictids transferred into the 
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Church, they bowing at their entrance in 
like manner towards the holy Table, which 


may be called the Chriſtian Propitiatory or 


Ark of the Goſpel-coyenant ; which was con- 


ceived and made to correſpond to the Few:h 


in ſundry particulars, by the antient Church, 


and more exactly by our own. For beſides 


the anology before- mentioned, that each was 
conceived to be the ſymbol of God's more 
immediate preſence in the holy place, we 


may remark; 1, As the pot of Manna was 
kept in the ark as a memorial that God fed his 


people with bread from Heaven; ſo the true 
Manna, the real bread that came down from 


Heaven, is inthe holy Euchariſt commemorated 


on the Communion-Table. - 24, As the book 
.of the Old coyenant, the Law, was lodged in 


the Ark; ſo the book of the New covenant, 


the Goſpels, was wont to be placed on the 
holy Table, as is done in our Cathedral 
Churches. 34y, As the Commandments writ- 
ten on tables of ſtone were put in that ſacred 


cheſt, as a particular guard againſt the wor- 
hip of falſe gods and their idols; ſo are they 
ordered by our Church to be written over the 


Lord's-Table, as a preſervative ail} modern 


5 idolatry. 


However, whether this ales of. * 


I rowards the Altar were derived from the 


N 


_— 
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Jewiſh Church, or for theſe reaſons or ana- 
logies, or not; yet their practice of it is it- 
{elf ſufficient to clear it in us Chriſtians from 
the charge of idolatry. For to borrow the 


unanſwerable inference of that author, © what 
« was no idolatry in the Old Teſtament, can 


« be no idolatry in the New. 
We are juſtify'd in particular by the Greek 
or Oriential Church, wherein the cuſtom was, 


as we are informed from St. Chry/ſoſtoms Li- 


turgy, for the people to make avi uct] oh 
re x47 dj, © three adorations towards 


4 the eaſt; pronouncing at each that prayer 
4 of the Publican, EAENTOV t ee Þ El 
Lo2d be merciful to me a ſinner. This o- 
beyſance with this prayer, each thrice re- 
peated, was directed to the adorable Trinity, 
three Perſons and one God, the object of all 
worſhip, and the author of bleſſing, to ſuch 
as meet him in his holy places. The ſame 


cuſtom is in part continued among them, and 


uſed by the Clergy and Laiety at this time. 


So that it was not the invention of the Latin 


or Weſtern Church, now grown idolatrous; 
tho' confeſſedly uſed in it, before it became 
uch; yea, in all Chriſtian Churches, of what- 


ever denomination, age, or 0 planted 
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Sem. One obſervation remains to be added: 
II. that if this cuſtom be law ful in any Chriſtian 
nation, in ours it is moſt reaſonable; ſince 
we pay the very ſame obeyſance, even in an 
higher degree to our Sovereign, as is accu- 
ſtomed towards our God. For as (what was 
before remark'd) our Nobles do in their Houle 
make their reverence. towards the Throne, 
cho the Sovereign be abſent; ſo every Sub. 
ʒject not only performs the ſame when com- 
ing into his preſence; but what is more, 

when withdrawing, always keeps his face to- 
wards the Sovereign, bowing all along as he 

retires. We of this Church and nation then 

cannot thinł it too much, at our coming in and 
going out from before the Lord, to make one 
ſingle obeyſance towards the place of his pre- 
ſence; ſince the ſame is not, tho' it well might 
be required, thro the whole length a the 
ſanctuary. - 

Upon the hls hich this Wy tho 
pious in itſelf and profitable to us, be not ſo 
accuſtomably obſerved, as were much to be 
wiſhed; I ſhall cloſe the recommendation of 
it, as that Canon doth; * That in the practice 
and omiſſion of it, the rule of charity 


pro- 
ſeribed by the Apoſtle be obſerved; which her 
< is, that they which uſe this rite, deſpite not —— 
them who uſe it not; and that they who Ser 


(3 ule 


in publick Worſhip. 
t uſe it not, condemn not them that uſe it”: 


To which I ſhall add; that alſo they deſpiſe 
them not, no longer mocking at all bow- 


ing and reverence done in the Church, even 
at the name of the Lord Jeſus, with the old 


ignominious and, as Biſhop Beveridgea well 


terms them, *prophane compariſons b. For 


in ſo doing, they tranſgreſs that Apoſtolical 


* * 0 1 * 7 b 7 
. 
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rule of charity in both branches; they add 


contempt to their condemnation. _ 
Thus far I have according to my firſt di- 
viſion treated of uniformity, and that with 


reſpect to our voices and behaviour, and have 
| ſhewn the neceſſity of both in conforming to 


the parts and geſtures appertaining to our 
publick worſhip; that a// things in the ad- 


miniſtration of it may be done, whether ſpo- 


ken or performed, in order. I proceed to 
conſider and recommend, tho' briefly, that 


other requiſite preſcribed in the Text, name- 
ly. : | * 


II. Reverence or a reverential manner, that 
all things may be done decently. 

For reyerence is that kind of decency: 
| which (as I faid) belongs to us as worſhip- 


pers, and is appropriated to acts of worſhip, 


| There is a - that at eggs. to e ina- 


* . 1 — 


23 


I Germs, Joh. 12,20, b Cringings, Kae ſcrapings. 


CG nimate,; 
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nimate, to the houſe of God, its veſſels and 


ornaments; but as I treat not of theſe, ſo 


neither-of this kind of decency, which con- 
ſiſts in outward forms, proportions, ſituations, 
and cleanlineſs: whereas the decency requi- 
red in us worſhippers, the living members of 
God's Church, conſiſts in reverence, a living 
and active decency, to be manifeſted in our 


utterance and deportment. 


A gravity, or ſerious compoſure of ſpeech 
and geſture in worſhip, tho' required as de- 
cent, is not ſufficient; it is proper, but not 
peculiar; being a conduct or quality that be- 
longs to us in common as Chriſtians, and 
ſhould accompany us in all places, much 
more when we come into the houſe and pre- 
ſence of God: whereas reverence cannot be 
exerciſed out of his preſence, ſuppoſes us be- 
ing and acting before him: in a word, it is a 
conſecrated decency, that is incommunicable 
to the common actions and dwellings of 
men. 5 1 
And tho e er hath been recom- 
mended in the firſt place and in ſo large a 
a manner, as being of the greateſt extent in 
the regulation of publick worſhip; yet it may 
be ſaid ro be ſanctify d or ſet apart to that 
honour and uſe by reverence : which be- 
ing added » renders that uniformity , w „which 


in! 
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in itſelf is common to all Aecnbites, "1 now 
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* 


facred, ſevered, and fitted to the ſervice of II, 


the holy Congregation. Moreover, as it is 
thus ſeparated and hallowed by reverence, ſo 
is it perfected by it; being without it inſuffi- 
cient, unedifying and offending. For to bor- 


like ſacred occaſion, as the trumpet, pipe or 
harp, tho” it gzves d certain ſound, may ne- 
vertheleſs offend by its harſhneſs; ſo We may 
be exactly uniform in timing our reſponſes 
and geſtures; yet as to the manner may be 
irreverent and fo offenſive in both. 

| To prevent irreyerence in our voices, the 
Exhortation directs the people to accompany 
4 the Miniſter, with an humble voice; leaſt be- 
ing too audible it become clamorous, and 
thereby irreverent. To prevent the ſame in 
our geſtures, the Canon orders, that all pre- 
ſent ſhall e, kneel upon their knees, 


both, of our voices and geſtures, ſeems com- 
priſe? in the Exhortation to the Communion, 
which invites the Communicants, with their 
voice to make their Humble confeſſion, in 
their poſture nec iy to knee) upon their knees. 


acts of praiſe and thankſgiving, wherein the 
G 2 body 


row the Apoſtle's ſimilitude applied upon a 


| « when the gencral Confeſſion, Litany, and 
« other praycrs are read. The regulation of 


Nay, reyerence ſhould accompany even the 


WY 
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Serm. body with the ſoul is lifted up unto the Lord. 
IT Tho' in theſe a greater warmth, vehemence 


AAN and exultation of heart be allowable, yet in the 


book of Pſalms is this direction written, 7e- 


Plal. 2. Joyce unto him with reverence. 


A reverential manner, awful and humble, 
ſhould run through and ſanctify all the offer- 


ings of the people, much more of him who 


_ miniſters before them. In him there ſhould 
be found nothing liſtleſs in behaviour, no- 
thing liveleſs in voice; that were indeyotion: 
on the other hand there ſhould be nothing in 
either light or affected, above all nothing 
theatrical, bringing the ſtage into the temple; 
that were prophanation: both the extreams 
of irreverence, if not paſſing into impiety. 

This univerſal reverence, unaffected, unin- 
terrupted, appearing in all perſons, in all the 
offerings, is that which our Church requires, 
This reverence becometh God's houſe for e- 
ver; but above all his holy Table. This, 
tho' the conſtant admonition of the Church 
in all the Rubricks, yet is more repeated and 


inforced in the Rubyicks appertaining to the 


Communion, and may be ſaid to be graven 
on the horns of the Altar. To, omit many, 
we may remark, that as the offerings (how 
much more then the ſacred Elements?) mull 
be reverently brought and humbly pre. 
ſented 
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« ſented and placed on the Table” before the Seim. F I | 


Conlecration; ſo even after the Communion 


ended, and all worſhip ended with the Bleſ- 
ſing; yet then the Prieſt with the People 


te ſhall reverently eat and drink the remain- 
« der of the conſecrated Elements. 


To ſum up both theſe general directions of 


the Text in one: Let each member of the 


Congregation uſe reverence, and all unifor- 


mity ; and ſo will a// things be done decently 
and in order. 

The Text being a direction only concern- 
ing things to be done, I forbear to ſpeak of 
thoſe things, that ought not to be done; 
thoſe prophane levities aſſumed by ſome of 
behaving and converfing with all freedoms and 
fooleries, that ought not to be done, ſeer 
ſuppoſed in a Chriſtian Aſſembly. Theſe af af- 
fected indecencies, or rather impieties, are in- 


deed the ſacrifice of” fools; ſuch fools, who 


tho' they conſider that they do evil and 
therefore do it, yet conſider not the extream 
fooliſhneſs declar'd in ſuch a conduct; that it 
is a bidding defiance not only to God and 
good men, which they regard not ; but to 
good ſenſe and good manners, which they 
affect, which they worſhip. Surely the foat- 


zſbueſs of impious fools is folly, 
G 3 — 8 
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Ta preyent all lefſer indencencies, as well 
as offences of this magnitude, the Church 
” hath made an expreſs Canon, extending to all 
its Members of what condition or quality 
ſoever; which enjoining “ reverence and at- 
cc tention to be uſed within the Church in 
« time of Divine Service ”, hath theſe Or- 


ders, © None either man, woman or child, 


« of what calling ſoever, ſhall at ſuch times 
« be otherwiſe buſied in the Church, than 
c jn quiet attendance to hear, mark and un- 


« derſtand, that which is read, preach'd and 


4 miniſter d: neither ſhall they diſturb the 


4 Service or Sermon by walking or talking 


or any other way, nor depart out of the 


« Church during the time of Service or Ser- 


« mon, without ſome 1 or reaſonable 


« uſe b. 

This Canon is declared in the preamble to 
be formed upon the Text, and that the pre- 
ceding © directions are judged anſwerable 
* to that general rule of the Apoſtle ”. 


Wherefore let thoſe conſcientious Members 


of our Communion, who as Chriſtians obey 
this Apoſtolical Canon, as Church-men con- 
form alſo to this Eccleſiaſtical Canon founded 


upon it; therein obeying the word of God, 


. ———— 


n 


— 


d Canon 18. 1 
and 
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and theſe ordinances of men anſwerable to Serm. 
it, & in God and for God: for this too is II. 
according to his bleſſed word and ordinatice *. © 
And then ſhall we © worſhip him, as well as 

thy Dm, as we gar to do. 
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MT | = pe ſo > fully the two general 
WW: rules preſcribed in this Apoſto! ical 
Canon, decency and order, or re- 
verence and uniſormity; vet as all preccyts 
without practice are dead and inſiguific unt, 
fo what hath, hitherto been ſaid, will be {aid 
in yain, unleſs. our People could be preyail..d 
upon to put theſe directions more generally 
and more zealouſly in execution. A refor- 
mation to be wiſhed for, rather than expe- 
Red: nevertheleſs we, that have received 
this miniſtry, muſt labour againſt expeCta- 
tion, and go on with content, if we do all we 
? can, tho? we effect not all we deſire. 
= No in bar to the things, that have been 
| before ſpoken of and recommended, there lies 
This ſignal diſcouragement ; that many a. 
ourſelyes, perſons well · affected to our 
Church and its Service, will be found to de- 
mand; what need of all this ceremonious 
exactneſs, this nicety of outward performance 
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in public worſhip; whereas God, tho? de- Serm. 
manding an external ſervice, yet judges not III. 
of his worſhippers according to the appear- 
ance; and men, that do, will be apt to judge 
that in all things we are too ſuperſtitious. 
But I muſt, and may juſtly, beg Leave to 
expoſtulate with mankind, how or upon 
+ What pretence in all other works and acti- 
f ons of men they require perfection, except in 
1 the work of religion? Let them go into their 
houſes; let them obſerve that whatever is 
done to them or for them, whether it be by 
_ obedience of children or ſervice of dome- 
1 ſticks, how do they herein deſire, how do 
4 they delight in exactneſs or endeavours after 
y it or in any approach to it? Let them go, 
where ſome too much delight to go, into 
. the theatre; where men and their actions are 
F repreſented as in figure. Tho' their own faults 
and follies, their own weakneſs or wicked- 
neſs be the ſubject to be expoſed, yet ſo 
ſtrangely deſirous are they of exactneſs; that 
thoſe who repreſent man's imperfections, are 
. required to do it in perfection. I will not 
run thro? other as remarkable inſtances : but 


# upon theſe may juſtly demand, why negli- 
e gence and inaccuracy ſhould be tolerated in 
46 the temple, which would be hiſſc 1 out of the 


nM thearre 2 or with what counter:ance men 
| ſhould 
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ſhould take upon them to ſpeak unto the 
Lord or come before his preſence with care- 
” leſneſs, ſupineneſs and inadvertency, which 


they will not bear from their children when 


they ſpeak unto them, nor from their ſervants 


when they paſs before them? Surely as I will 
praiſe the Lord with the be 


ft member that 
J have, 1o will I worſhip him in general in 
the beſt manner that I can. 
I ſtrive for the maſtery, if in any action 1 
would aim at perfection, it ſhould be in the 
offices of publick worſhip, performed 'in the 
ſpecial preſence of God and of his elect An- 


gels, whereof God is the rewarder and the 


Angels ſpectators. And did we all come in- 
to his courts with the fame unanimous reſo- 
lation, I ſee no reaſon, as I ſee no impropri- 
ety, why every Church ſhould not be as re- 
gular as a camp, every Aſſembly as uniform 
as an army. A moſt amiable, moſt bleſſed 
ſight, where-ever it be found, and that which 
muſt above all things comfort and delight 


thoſe that preſide over ſuch Congregations, 


Col. 2. 5. joying and beholding their order. In meditating 


how to render that joy more general among 
the Brethren in the Miniſtry of our Church, 
and that by cauſing the foregoing Directions 


concerning Order and Decency to be more 


| ras and more * obſerved by the 
people, 


If in any thing 


; 
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people, the conſiderations following ſeem re- Serm. 
quifire and moſt effectual; which I ſhall in 
che preſent Diſcourſe beg leave to recommend, SV 
12 then cloſe the whole with an' exhortation. 

I. et the Miniſters themſelves, as it is 
their bounden duty, teach and train up their 
people in the knowledge and reaſons of all 
chings contained in our eſtabliſhed worſhip; 


not only of the Service it ſelf, but alſo of the 92 
rites and ceremonies appertaining to it; and 7 
moreover take care, that they obſerve them, 
to do them. For as an army (that ſcriptural 14 
reſemblance of Chriſt's Church before appli- i | 


ed) falls not into regularity of it felf by 
chance, but is formed by the direction of its 
Leaders: neither is this done all at once, but 
by conſtant diſcipline; ſo the ſame pains muſt 
be taken and the fame courſe continued by 
the Leaders of the people, to compoſe, or- 
der, or marſhal an uniform Congregation. _ 
It has not untruly been objected to the Pa- 
piſts, that among them ignorance is the root 
of ſuperſtition. But it may as truly be re- 
torted upon Proteſtants, that among them i ig- 
norance is the root of indevotion. - The Pa- 
piſts being ignorant, are led blindfold by 
their Preachers into the practice of many fu. 
perſtitious obſervances, which are but the ex- 
on of an — and ill- placed devotion. 
The 


* * 3 — _ 2 


WWW 


k 
/ 


* 


Decency and order 


a The Proteſtants being equally ignorant of 


III. 


themſelves, becauſe taught nothing concern- 
ing our Service, perform nothing therein, 
which is a total indevotion. So that to ſpeak 


the truth, the ſuperſtition of the Papiſts i is (as 


it were) grafted upon the root of ignorance; 


whereas the indevotion of Proteſtants grows 


out of ignorance, as a natural ſhoot of it ſelf, 
without any pains or cultivation of the dreſ- 


ſer, and becauſe without it: Which were it 
rightly and duely apply'd, would with the 
ſame, yea more eaſe breed up our People to 
the knowledge and practice of the true, as 
we find it does the Papiſts of a ſuperſtitious 
devotion. People are more caſily taught to 
do well, than exceed; to come up to the jul 


degree or line of piety, than to go beyond 


into the diſtance and toils of ſuperſtition, 
which is a work of ſupererogation, irkſome 
to man as well as unpleaſing to God. Let 
me mention but one example ſet us in this 
laſt Age, by Biſhop Beveridge: who among 
all his Paſtoral labours ſeems to have taken 


greater pains in nothing than in explaining the 


ſenſe and recommending the excellency of 
the Common-prayer or. Service of * our 


Church; Whereof he found ſo good an effect 


among his own people, that his Congregation 


with himſelf, a truly burning and ſhining 
light 


\ 
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light at the head of chem, became the delight Serm. 
of every eye and praiſe of every mouth. If III. 


then this uniformity in Congregations be prac- 
ticable in it ſelf, as appears by this eminent 
example; and if there be a general inclination 
in our people to it, as appears by their admi- 
ration of this example; (for what men admire, 


they gladly imitate:) where then muſt the 
want of it be charged, but upon the omiſſion 
of their guides? For as in the faith of Chri- 


ſtians how ſhall they hear without a Preach- 
er; ſo in their worſhip how ſhall they per- 
form without an inſtructor? 

To this end did the Synod Fe cd thus 
enjoin, * that all Miniſters ſhould twice in 
« the year at leaſt, in their public Sermons 
« poſitively and plainly preach and inſtruct 
“ the people, that the rites and ceremonies 
« now eſtabliſhed in the Church of England 
« are lawful and commendable: and that the 
« ſaid people and others ought to conform 
« themſelves in their practice to*them.” This 
public Preaching ſhould be © twice in the year 
cc atleaſt,” the Synod intimating by that expreſ- 
ſion their intentions and wiſhes, that it were 
more frequent. Tis true: the ſubject con- 
cerning rites and ceremonies may ſeem at 
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firſt thought to be of leſs importance, than 
the preaching up the weightier matters of the 
> Law: yet upon experience it has been and 


will be found to be of the firſt and leading 


conſequence. Let a Miniſter by frequent in- 
ſtruction once form his Congregation into re- 
gular worſhippers, he will at the fame time 


find his Pariſh to conſiſt of good livers and, 
juſt neighbours. 


A godly, righteous, and ſo- 
ber life is hardly ſeparable. They 
be brought to worſhip God regularly within 
the Church, will of themſelves alſo ſerve him 
and obey him, when out of it, as they ought 
to do. 

As this ſubject will be nm profitable to 
every good Work, fo allo very likely to ſuc- 
ceed and prevail; if it be done according to 
the direction, * plainly and poſitively : ” 
ce plainly,” the Miniſter ſhewing the nature 
and reaſons of all things appointed in our Ser- 


vice; © poſitively,” ſhewing alſo the people 


their obligations to conform to tbem. 
For the farther encouragement of Miniſters 
to proceed in this work, I muſt obſerve, that 
it is one of that kind, which being once ſet in 
motion, will move on of it {elf and work its 
The inftruction of the Preacher 
will be ſoon followed and in a manner dil- 


charged by the emulation of the hearers; 


which 


that can 


in publicit worſhip. 55 


which will now teach every man his neigh · derm. 
bour, ſaying, this is the way. To which we III. 
may join the force and aid of example, now 
working ſeverally, of parents on their chil- 
dren, of maſters on their ſervants, of ſupe- 
riors on their dependents, of friends on their 

| companions, of the rich on the poor, of the 

| MW. wiſe on the ignorant: ſo whilſt emulation 
teacheth, example practiſeth, both concur- 

ring to produce a general uniformity e 

out the Congregation. 

Laſtly I may obſerve, that this ſame ſpirit 
of emulation which paſſes between perſons, 
will be found among Congregations: ſo that 
) one being formed into regularity and famed 
4 for it, will with its fame diffuſe its example 
0 thro' the neighbourhood. And as in the work 
" of Charity, the liberality of the Church of 
c Macedonia had a public influence on the 
Churches of Achaia; to in advancing of pie- 
e ty the uniformity of one Congregation will 
IF fpread it {elf into others, and in this duty 
s | likewiſe the zeal of one Pariſh-Church = 
it Prevote many. | 
. But whilſt I exhort all Miniſters to teach 
8 theſe things unto their people, I muſt remind 
them, that above all they take heed to preach 
| allo by their own example ; to practiſe that 

religious behaviour in the Desk, which they 
. afterwards 
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Serm. afterwards recommend from the Pulpit. 


III. 


Dec ency and order 
For 
as in Miniſters their practice and preaching 


ſhould always agree together; ſo much more 
in this caſe where they follow each other ſo 


nearly, the one ſeen and the other heard, in 


the ſame honſe, in the ſame hour, before 
the ſame Aſſembly. Without this exemplary 
pattern of devotion ſhining in Miniſters, their 
preaching upon our Service will be not only 
vain, but injurious to it. Many are the ca- 
lumnies and prophane ſcurrilities caſt upon 


our Common-prayer, more I believe than up- 


on any work or book that ever appeared in 
the world: but certainly no invective upon it 
can be ſo ſevere, nor prophane, as the inde- 
yotion of the Offerer. 

But conſider, O W thou 


art, and whereſoever thou miniſtreſt, thy Of- 
fice, that thou art the mouth of the Congre- 


gation; that their prayers, interceſſions, and 
thankſgivings paſs thro' thy lips. And tho 
they become effectual to every worſhipper 
that aſſents to them, however offered up, by 
faith; yet ſince that faith is wrought upon by 
thy manner of offering, is awaken'd by thy 
fervent, or deaden'd by thy careleſs pronun- 
ciation; ſince thy lips muſt cauſe the Offer- 
ing of the Lord, our holy Service, to be at- 


tended to or neglected, to be accepted or ab- 


horred, 
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horred, take heed therefore above all parts of 9 in 
thy Miniſtration to perform this, with all yy 
thy ſpirit and with all thy underſtanding; 
perform it with that ardency, as one praying 
for the whole Congregation; perform it with 
that reverence, as one {peaking unto God. 
Thus much is requiſite on the part of Mi- 
niſters, that order and decency may prevail 
'in their Churches : on the part of the People 
it is no leſs requiſite to this good end, that 
| H. They themſelves alſo come to. church 
with an heart truly and habitually pious. 
For where piety is radical and at the heart, 
t it will without the guidance of Rubricks of it 
ſelf judge what is right in the ſeveral Offices 
of our worſhip, and perform what is comely. 
u lt will teach or rather make us to bow down 
. with humility at the Confeſſion of ſin, to riſe 
up with joyfulneſs at the rehearſal of the 
Plalms, to fit down with attention at the 
reading of the Leſſons, to ſtand up with reſo- 
lution at the recital of the Creeds, to pro- 
ſtrate our ſelves joining with vehemence in 
the ſupplications of the T itany, liſtening with 
| awefulneſs to the terror of the Command- 
ments. And as it will vary its demeanour in- 
er- to a conformity with the different Offices of 
at- our worſhip, ſo will it in general guard us 
b. {from the two chief defects and blemiſhes in- 
d, 1 H cident 
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dent to it, to wit, of omitting or oyer-ſtrain- 
ing our duty. For habit being a ſecond na- 
ture, when piety is habitual, it will have the 
conſtancy and decency of nature: when it 
preſents it ſelf at the throne of grace, it will 
be conſtant without interruptions, and yet 
fervent without oſtentation. Its appearance 


how zealous and ardent ſoever, becauſe habi- 
tual, will ſeem natural ; and becaule natural,” 


becoming. Inſomuch that when a devour 
man pours out his ſoul with the utmoſt vehe- 


mence, whether in ſupplications as in the Li. 


rany, or in praiſes as in the Doxologies and 
thoſe exalted hymns, the Te Deum and G10 
ria in excel/is, Gloꝛy be to God on high, 
the voice, the geſtures, the looks, do alltoge. 
ther with uniform conſent declare this piety 
to be genuine and unaffected. Wherefore to 
an habitually devout perſon his inward piety 
Indeed 
as the Law was not made for a righteous 
man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient; ſo 
the Rubrick is a direction not ſo much to the 
pious, as to the negligent and indevout. 

On the other hand, as nothing is more in- 
decent in a worſhipper than a direct indevo- 
tion, even as in a believer is an air of infide- 
lity; ſo unleſs the people bring with them 


theſe * diſpoſitions, not only the ahn, 
and 
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tale or by a bead- roll. Tis this want indeed, 
any Form of worſhip lives a quickening ſpi- 
charged upon our Service any more than on 


the holy Bible, out of which the body of it 
lis taken. For this alſo, tho' the word of life, 
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ind obligation of the Rubricks, but the ſpi- Serm. 
rit and excellency of the publick Service, even III. 0 
when excellently offered up by the Miniſter, a 

will be loſt upon them and by them. For in- 
ſtance: what more ſeraphick hymn than the 
Te Deum, Me pꝛaiſe thee, O God t be- 
ginning and riſing into the moſt exalted praiſe wy 
to the ever-bleſſed Trinity, and ending in 
the moſt deyout prayer? yet for want of pi- 
ety in the people, it is too often uttered not ky 
as an hymn to God, bur as a cuſtomary conne- C 
tion between the Leſſons; without any eleva- 9 
tion of ſoul and affections, or even the correſ- 
pondent teſtimonies of the hands or eyes lifted 
up: it is not, as directed, properly /a74, but read. 
Thus the repetitions in the Litany and the Re- Pi 
ſponſes in fundry places of the Liturgy, which 
are placed with an holy art to create, inflame 
and expreſs an ardency of ſoul, are by the 
fame want deaden'd into mere repetitions: 
yea the ſeveral prayers are paſſed over as by 


that turns our whole Liturgy, in which if in 


md into the reſemblance and old reproach of 
« a dead letter.” Not that this can be juſtly 
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Serm. may in the thought and dialect of the ſcorner 
Ill. be changed into a dead letter, both by him 
that reads it, and to them that hear it, wich. 

out any devotion or ſpiritual affections. 

III. To the fame end, that decency and 
order may be promoted in publick worſhip, 
as the people ſhould come to church with a 
truly pious and devout heart, ſo ſhould they 
likewiſe with a right notion and belief con. 
cerning the Church, as being God's houſe, and 
his ſpecial preſence therein. 

Now the right notion and faith is this, that 
any Church, Chapel or place of worſhip, aſter 
its Conſecration by the Biſhop, (to whole 
office and miniſtry it belongs to dedicate all 
places, perſons and things unto God, by 
ſetting them apart from all common uſes and 
hallowing them to his holy worſhip) that 
henceforth it belongs wholly unto. God a: 
his property; fo that any alienation of it to 
another owner would be ſacrilege, or any 


application of it to other uſes would be pro- 


phanation. 
Neither is it only God's property, but his 
dwelling-place. When God commanded the 
Cos: 25: [/raelites to build him a Sanctuary, he gives 
this reaſon, hat I may dwell among then. 


For how could he be ſaid to dwell among 


men, without a Sanctuary to dwell in? And 


When 
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m when according to the command the Taber- Serm. 
n. nacle was reared and hallowed by anointing III. 
and ſacrifice, the Lord in a folemn manner 
took poſſeſſion of it. For the Cloud imme- 
p, diately upon this conſecration covered the Exod. 4c: 
a Wl holy Tent, and the glory of the Lord filled 
ey ſl the Tabernacle ; 9 5 5 that Mo/es could 
n- not enter in. In like manner when Solomon 
nd W had finiſhed the Temple, and dedicated it 
with Sacrifices, the glory of the Lord filled i 
"ar che Houſe; inſomuch that the Prieſts could 
ter i not ſtand to miniſter, becauſe of the cloud, 
ole I verily believe, that into this and every o- 
all ther houſe built for the worſhip of God, the 
by fame Lord at the Conſecration of the Biſhop, 
and doth in as real tho' not viſible manner enter, 
hat take poſſeſſion, and dwell therein. That this 
| 3M very Church is as much, as truly, God's 
to dwelling-place, as the Tabernacle was in the 
any Wilderneſs or the Temple on Mount Sion, 
bro: tho' no cloud covers it, nor glory fills it. 
The reaſon of this my firm perſuaſion and 
belief that God dwells in ſuch conſecrated 
places is, becauſe the Scripture hath declared, 
that he doth. Hear what Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtle St. Paul faith. Our Lord ſpeaking to 
| his Diſciples not to imitate the corrupt cu- 
ſtoms of the Phariſees, commands them not 
[pl ſear by the Temple, as the Phariſees 
H did; 
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did; afficining, that whoſo. /Weareth by the 
.T emple, fweareth by him that diwellet!, 
therein. Did our Lord ſpeak this to his Dil: 


ciples only of that age, or with regard to rhe 
Temple then ſtanding in Fern/alem? No: 


Auel bis command was univerſal and 


perpetual, ſpoken to all his Diſciples, and 


of all Temples that thould ever be in the 


world. 
St. Paul exhorting Chriſtians to holineſs 


+4 to flee fornication, uſes this argument, 


Eno ye not that your body. is the temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that the ſpirit of God 
dwelteth in you? Which argument is built 
upon this allowed truth that God dwells in 
eyery material Temple, to which our bodics 
bear an analogy. And as we are aſſured by 
this Scripture that our bodies arc Temples, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt dyelleth in them; 
ſo by the reycrſe of this argument becauſe 
our bodies become Temples thro' the Holy 
Ghoſt dwelling in them, we proye the Holy 

hoſt to be God; becauſe, as the learned 

rear fon infers, « the Perſon whoſe inhabi- 
tation makerh a Temple, is God“. They 


then, that deny that God dwells in Temples Þ 
or Churches, deſtroy one unanſwerable proof | 


I ** the ka of 5 Holy Ghoſt. 


Indecd 
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ly WW contain him. But Iwill alſo demand of them: 2. 
how can God, ſeeing he is a Spirit, having 
no corporeal ſenſes, neither eyes nor ears, 
either ſee our actions or hear our prayers? 
Vet as the Pſalmiſt well demands, he that plan- 
ted the ear, ſhall he not hear, or he that made 
the eye, ſhall he not ſees ſo J may add, he that 
created all ſpace, comprehending all places in 
the heavens and the earth, ſhall not he ſub- 
ced Þ « H 4. _ 


, Indeed we might appeal not only to theſe Serm. 
, and other paſſages of the Goſpel, but to the III. 
a univerſal language of the Bible: wherein what / 1 
0 is more common, than that the places or 1 
: houſes of prayer are called the houſes of 1 
9 God? And if they be God's houſes, doth not 1 
9 reaſon tell us, that he dwells in them? For | 
cM what is the uſe of an houſe, but to be an ha- 4 
bitation to dwell in; if common, for man; if id 
's MW facred, for God; if a Tent, for an [/ae/rte; 1 
t, if a Tabernacle, for the God of Ia. _—_ 
of If thoſe who think all places as well as 1 
od perſons, however hallowed, alike unto God, '} 
ilt ſhould inſult us with this demand, how can F] 
in God, ſeeing he is a ſpirit, dwell in an houſe 
ies made with hands or. be circumſcribed in a At 
dy dwelling-place? I freely confeſs, that the ö 
cs, manner of his abode, refidence, or dwelling of 
m; in a Church, is above my comprehenſion. 1 
uſe I know, that the heaven of heavens cannot i kings 8. 
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fiſt, be, or dwell in any place ede he 
chuſes to put or record his name, in an eſpe- 


cial manner, tho' that manner be to us in- 
comprehenſible? When theſe objectors can 


explain to me, how God being a Spirit, hears 


the prayers and praiſes uttered by our voices; 

then will J alſo ſhew them, how the ſame 
God, tho! a Spirit, dwells in Temples built 
by our hands. The demand is equally juſt, 
the difficulty equally inexplicable. ' *Tis e- 

nough for us men to believe, that he dwells 
in theſe houſes of prayer, tho' in a manner 
unknown; ſince the Scripture hath ſo fully 
and expreſſly declared it. 


Being thus perſuaded, that God dwells or 


is preſent in conſecrated places in an eſpecial 


manner, it may be farther uſeful to the faith- 


ful members of our Church to repreſent to 
them, how or what the Church and holy Fa- 


thers of it have conceived concerning this 


ſpecial preſence of God in Churches. 
Now as in every houſe there are ſome 


places as well as veſels made for honour, in 


compariſon of which others ſeem made for 
diſhonour; as in the Palaces of Kings, the 
preſence-chamber is more honourable than 
the entrance and approaches to it; ſo is it in 
the houſe of God, the Palace of the King of 
Kings. In the Temple of Solomon built by 

2 God's 


therein ſtands the holy Table, anſwering to 
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God's direction, as the Sanctuary was infe- Serm. 
rior to the Holy of Holies, becauſe ITT III. 
ſtood the Ark with the Mercy. ſeat upon it 
and the Cherubim over-ſhadowing it; ſo in 


our Churches, the body or nave of the Church 
is leſs honourable than the Chancel, becauſe 


the other, as was ſhewn in fundry particulars : _—_- 
to which I ſhall add this important one, 4 
namely, the preſence of Angels. For theſe 2 
are conceived to be preſent in our Aſſem- 
blies and attending at our Altars, as deſirons | 
fo look into the holy myſteries of our Com- '1 
munion with God; even as the Cherubims 
over-ſhadowing the Mercy ſeat, looked with vil 
their faces turned towards it. * 37: WU 
But beſides theſe two Chernbims, which ih; 
are expreſlly called the Cherubams of glory, Heb. g. 5. 
and may reſemble the Archangels that ſtand 
round the Throne in Heaven; we may ob- 
ſerve, that allo the walls and doors in the 1 Kings 6; 
Temple were filled with carved Cherubims, “ . 
as were likewiſe the curtains in the Taber- :,,a.,;; Kl 
nacle with Cherubims inwoven with diverſe 31. 1 
colours. Which things, conſidering that both 
the Tabernacle and Temple with every or- 
nament in them, were made according to the ;_., . 55 
pattern given by God himſelf, plainly prefi- 9. 
gure the general attendance of theſe holy Be- EO 
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ings inour Churches; that where the Lord is 
ſpecially preſent, there are his Angels pre- 
ſent allo. 

For this cauſe, David, to whom the pat- 


6 of the Temple was given, ſaith, before 
the Gods will I ſing praiſe unto thee, &c. 


that is according to the Septuagint and yulgar 


Latin, ayrio 4yyiAa, in conſbectu angelo- 
rum, before the Angets will I ſing praiſe unto 
thee. 


Neither can this opinion, of the Angels 


being preſent in all places hallowed to God, 
be dated or derived from the Law , from 
Moſes or the Prophets; ſince the Patriarch 
Jacob did fromthe viſion of Angels in Bethel 


make this inference; ſurely the Lord is in 


this place : this place ts no other but the 


houſe of God. _ 
But that which beyond all 8 and 


repreſentations proves the preſence of Angels 


in Chriſtian Churches, as attending upon and 


manifeſting the ſpecial preſence of God, is 
that argument of St. Paul, with the reaſon 
ſubjoined, 1 Cor. 11. 10. where treating of a 


comely dreſs or accommodation of habit to 


be obſerved in Church- Aſſemblies, and in 


particular of womens being veiled there, thus 
declares: for this cauſe ought the woman to 
have a covering on ver a, becauſe of the 
Angels. 


hwy © fon — oo ens a ak as . 


2 „ 


; | | A, 
i 
i 
ö 


in publick worſhip. 10% 


Angels. Why? but becauſe the Angels are Serm. 

preſent, Otherwiſe that cauſe would not hold III. 

ſtronger for her being covered in the houſe A 

of prayer, than in her own; were not the 
| Angels more prelent in the one, than the 


other. 
= Let us then, Brethren, awake our thanghes; ; 
let us conſider and ask; is this place, we ſtand 
) in, no other but the houſe of God; and dorh 


God in very deed dwell in this houſe ? Are | 
his Angels now here mingled among us, ad Fi 
Archangels encompaſſing the chrone of Grace, | | 
the holy Altar? Believe we this? and ſurely 2 
we believe what the Patriarchs, Prophets, 4 
and even Apoſtles believed and taught: who 1 
then can forbear Jacob's exclamation; how ® 
dreadful is this place? I could almoſt ſay, "Pp 
that every living foul that enters into God's 
Houſe, might for the ſame cauſe be veiled, 
becaule of the Angels. For if their preſence 
ſhould create in us a regard to decency in 
our habit, how much more in our deport- 
ment? 

This is no new notion, no new argument ; 
but has been embraced and urged after the 
example of the Apoſtle by the antient Fa- 
thers of the Church; whereof the time would 
fail me to ſpeak, who have believed and 


preach'd and written theſe things for our in- 
ſtruction, 
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Serm. ſtruction, to the end that in the Lord's 
III. Houſe we ſhould worſhip as they alſo wor- 


b'V'Y ſhipped, not ruſhing into it, .as into a mar- 
ket-place for buſineſs, or into a theater for 
diverſion; but with reverence bowing down 

at our coming in and going out, and depor- 
ting ourſelves with all poſſible decency and 


devotion, whilſt we ſtand before this awful 


aſſembly of God and his holy Angels. For 
to uſe that ſingle exhortation of St. Chry/6- 
ſome b for all the reſt, upon this very argu- 
ment; © Think near whom thou ſtandeſt; 
« with whom thou invocateſt God; namely, 
E with Cherubims and Seraphims and all the 


« panions thou haſt”. But what need of ap- 
pealing to Fathers, when not only the Ca- 
tholick Church, but our Own after her do- 
ctrine and pattern, hath acknowledged them 
as joint-worſhippers with us in that antient 
Hymn: Therefoze with Angels and Arch- 


laud and magnify thy name, &c. 

Alas] did we confider theſe things, as we 
read in Scripture, and profeſs in our Liturgy ; 
did we believe that God was ſpecially preſent 
at our publick worſhip, that moreover the 


„ Hom. 4. of the incomprehenſible nature of God, c. 


Angels 


« powers of Heaven: conſider what Com- 


angels and all the company of Heaven, we 


„ DOONEE” PS - RET Ke Y 


in publick worſhip. 


Angels were ſpectators over us, yea compa- 
nions with us; this belief would not teach 
but compel us to do all things decently, all 
things in exaCt order. 

On the other hand, the contrary notion 
and perſuaſion, that there is no relative holi- 
neſs in Churches ariſing from their dedication 
unto God, no difference or reſpect of places 


with, him, that he is ever equally preſent in 


all places, wherever men aſſemble to call upon 


him; this is a natural and neceſſary ground of a 


preſent indevotion, as well as of a final irre- 
ligion. For ſhall any man preſume to out- 
face and over- bear the common ſenſe of man- 
kind, that he can worſhip God as reverently 
in a barn as in a Church; that he can pray as 
devoutly in a ſtable as in a Temple? No: 
tis utterly impoſſible. We ſaw the contrary 
effect of this Tenet in the great Rebellion; 
when it firſt produced an univerſal ſchiſm: 
for what fin ſaid they in forſaking the Church, 
ſeeing every place of worſhip is equal with 
God? This ſchiſm multiply*d into enthuſiaſm); 
they came ſoon to worſhip in fields, eyen 
under every green tree. And this enthu- 
ſiaſm as ſoon corrupted and, if I may fo 
ſpeak, mortify'd into atheiſm. Inſomuch that 
from this univerſal liberty of worſhipping as 
well as Miniſtring aſſumed by the People, it 
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in a few years came to paſs; that, as the 
Aſembly in their publick < remonſtrance com- 


© plained; © The people of the land were tur- 
« ned Sceptics, and Seckers, and Ran- 


4 ters, and Quakers, and what not? falling 


« and falling, till at laſt they grew openly 
ce prophane and profligate atheiſts”. And 
well they might; ſince the ſame fatal effect 
the ſame principle is found to produce at 


this day. For whoſo leaves the eſtabliſh'd 
Church upon this notion, that tis the ſame 


thing, as well accepted of God, if he goes to 
worſhip any where, is found after a few 


changes to go no where. But let us cleave 
to the Communion of our reſpective Pariſh- 
Churches; let us be conſtant in our atten- 


dance at them, as knowing and believing theſe 


to be Houſes of God, that he meets us there, 


dwells there, attended with his bleſſed An- 


gels: and this perſuaſion will oblige us to 


worſhip him with that devotion of ſoul and 


ortment of body, as is moſt due and re- 
quired of all them, that come nigh unto 


him. 
The laft direction moſt effectual to this 


end is, 


* x £ — 1 : * 2 8 * 3 4 


c A Book entitled, « The divine right of a Gospel bi 
« niſtry, publiſhed by the Provincial Aſſembly of London, 
oh 1054. Chap. 3. 


IV. That 


hap — — 


8 LEY 


. 


. 


22. 


in n dublick ces \ 21th 
IV. That the command of the Text may Serm. 
extend to the place, as well as manner of III. 
worſhip; that the Church and all things in it 
may be formed and preſerved decently and in 
order : which I add, not to direct how this 
ought to be done, being without my firſt 
propoſal; but only to ſhew, that where it is 
done, it greatly promotes a reverence and re- 
gularity in the Congregation. 
WNMNeither ſpeak I now of our Cathedral 
Churches, which being but few, and reſem- 
bling the Temple, may like that in ſome 
things require magnificence; but I ſpeak chie- 
fly of our Parochial Churches, which being 
numerous, and anſwering to the Synagogues, 
_ ought in all — to be kept with de- 
cency. 

But is not this done? is not this charge 
duely executed? There hath indeed in Cities 
and opulent Towns ariſen a ſpirit of a pious 
emulation towards the houſes of God; which 
in moſt of theſe places have been preſerved 
in order, and in many ornamented and beau- 

tify d. But alas! thro' the generality of Pa- 
riſnes there has been as univerſal a neglect. 
Wybence but from a narrow, ſelfiſh, ungodly 
ſpirit, every man running to his own houſe, Hag 2. 
| looking to his own affairs; whilſt the houſ? 
: | of God lies de ſolate, and its wants neg-. 
2 lected? 
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lected * 2 Mankind in their own habitations 
deſire ornaments, they demand convenien: 
cies: in the Church even neceſſaries are want. 
ing without any demand, without any deſire 
For were there any deſire, any degree of in- 


_ clination found in men, it would not ſuffer 


them to worſhip in ſuch a place, in ſuch a 
manner, and that contentedly for many 
years; wherein I am confident they could 
not, they would not live many days. It 
would not ſuffer their eyes ro ſlumber, nor 
the temples of their head, nor the thoughts 


of their heart to take any reſt: It would 


make their pillow, their table, their houſe 
uneaſy to them. For with what ſatisfaction 
could I fit in my ceiled houſe, enjoying the 
convenience and ſplendor of my own dwell- 
ing; whilſt the houſe of God in the neigh- 


| bourhood ſhall appear but as an out-houſe? 


With what comfort could I fir down at my 
own table how exact ſoever, on the Lord's- 
day; Whilſt his holy Table, to which I am 
not worthy to approach, under which not to 
gather the crumbs, remains unadorned, un- 
clean? Laſtly, how could I reſt upon my 


bed, whilſt the reſting place for that Ark of 


the Covenant, is on every fide, as it too 
commonly is, duſt and deſolation? The ſight 


of ſepulchers naturally ſtrike us with con- 


cern: 
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where found, upon the Congregation; 
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an houſe for the living God, that it reſembles 


rather the Sepulchers of the dead, being with. 
in full of all uncleanneſs. 


Laſtly, it hath this 
fatal effect, that it tends to deſtroy the very 
doctrine of the Divine preſence in Churches. 


For how can we preach, or ye believe our 


preaching, that God is actually in the midſt 


of the Aſſembly, when the place itſelf cries 


out, it is impoſſible ? 
But zeal for God's houſe makes me 1 


ful; that I am not here to promote decency 


and order in Churches by direction or com- 
plaint, but only to ſhew the efficacy of them, 
that 
where the Churches are kept cleanſed and or- 
namented with all things put in order, as di- 
rected in the Rubricks, Canons, and Homi- 
lies, they not only teach and in ſome 


caſes confine the people to a more uniform be- 


haviour, but are effectual to awaken their 


reyerence, and to raiſe as well as regulate their 
deyotion. 


conſtant Monitors to us, telling us whoſe 


© houſe it is, and before whom we ſtand. E- 
very thing we behold, not only the Pulpit, 

the Altar; but the' very walls adorn'd with 
| holy Sentences, are remembrancers to us of Cin. 32. 


1 | our 


For in ſuch places, our eyes are 


1131 
cern: Surely a great concern, and even hor- Serm. 
ror ſeiſes me, to behold a Church ſo unfit for 
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our duty. We cannot in the time of offer- 
ing look about, without ſomcthing to re- 
mind and reprove us for ſo doing. Our in- 


adyertencies are often check'd, our misbeha- | 


viour admoniſhed, our wandrings recalled, 


our drowſineſs awaken d, by the ſacred awe 


and folemnity of the place. Whether we 
appeal to the practice of the antient or ex- 
perience of the preſent Church, without all 
controverſy no external means can be deviſed 


ſo effectual to keep up a ſenſe of reverence 
and warmth of devotion upon our minds, 
as the decency and dignity of the place of 


worſhip; its decency in all things, in ſome 
things its dignity, that ir may appear in very 
deed to be the houſe of God. The Church 
of Rome knows the force of this, and in this lies 
her chief force, that ſhe ſpares no colt in in- 
riching, nor skill in adorning her Churches; 
whereby ſhe keeps up the minds of her people 
to [the height of ſuperſtition ; whereas a- 
mong us, ſome by neglecting, others by de- 
crying theſe advantages, have ſunk the 
minds of our people below any tolera- 
le degree of devotion. Wherefore tho” no 
man be a greater enemy to the corruptions 
of that Church, none a greater admirer of the 
excellencies of our own; yet I chuſe rather 
to commend the virtues of a ſtranger or ene- 
MY; 


* 
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antient piety, to revive that living ſpirit of I 
to behold that deadneſs in devotion and that 
Land, and which in moſt are the effects of 


as that ignotance may be corrected by better 


ſerve God, perſons deſirous to worſhip with 


miſtakes and groſs improprieties before- men- 
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my, than to compliment the defects of a re- 50 

lation or friend WWN 
I have now gone chro the ſubject propoſed, 
ad upon the whole have made ſuch obſer- 
yations and offer'd ſuch directions; as ſeem'd 
to me to be agreeable to the ſenſe of our 
Church, and moſt effectual to awaken that 


q 
_ 4 n Fo 4 40 
A Py FEY K 7 , 6 * ID Pe K * . ——_— 
4 £ 
KEE. IO IT; "r= 8 . r * x; a 
= A * 4 al 1 7 - p et. i EE oo 
p p Y 1 1 DP 
: — 


devotion, that breath'd in the Primitive Con- 
gregations. It would make the heart ſick, 


2 0a 
e 


indecency in geſture, which prevail every 
where among the common people of the 


« . : 
OE ee Ne is Wh 


downrightignorance, in ſome of an hereditary | 
prejudice againſt our Service; and therefore "= 


oe FE 


informations, ſo that prejudice may be pur- 


ged away by the infuſions of better notions, 


and the grace of God applying them to the | 
heart. But in cities and towns among the | 
people of better capacities and inclinations to 


the ſpirit and with the underſtanding alſo, 
among theſe likewiſe are found many of the 


tion'd; which if they were throughly infor- 
med and convinced of, I am perſuaded they 
would with thankfulneſs and delight acknow- 
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ledge and correct them. For the reformation of 
theſe two general defaults in theſe two diffe- 
rent ſorts of worſhippers, in the upper people 
of over - doing their part in our Service, in the 
lower of doing nothing at all, are theſe ob- 
fervations made and directions added; the 
ſubject and intent whereof is to inſtruct all 
ſober and well- affected perſons, members of 
our Church, in their firſt and principal duty, 
how to worſhip God in a decent and accep- 


table manner; which I fhall now wind up and 


enforce with a brief exhottation. 

It muſt be granted by all, that worſhip is 
not only the firſt in dignity, but moſt neceſſa- 
ry employment of all, whoſoever would be 
faved. How comes it then to paſs, that this 


alone ſhould be made and treated as the only 


by-work found among men, among Chriſtians, 


wherewith they are leaſt acquainted, and leaſt 


concerned to be ſo ? Behold how induſtrious 
and indefatigable moſt men are, as it is their 
duty to be, in the learning and practice of 
their ſeveral callings, trades, and profeſſions. 
Vet worſhip is that which crowns all our 
works: this, and this alone, fweetens the 
fatigue and proſpers the end of all our la- 
bours and enterpriſes done under the Sun. Be- 


ſides in our worldly yocations and profeſſions 


are found many difficulties ; ; infomuch that 
they 
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they are termed myſteries. Whereas in the Serm. 


buſineſs of our publick worſhip the rules are 
few and eaſy, eaſily learn'd and eaſily per- 


form d. The Book of Common: prayer is the 
moſt intelligible and practicable form of wor- 


ſhip, that could by the wiſdom and experience 
of almoſt two hundred years be deviſed. Be- 


ſides its intrinſick clearneſs, more books have 
been written all along in the explanation as 


well as defence of it, than are known to have 


been upon any Liturgy in the world. Theſe 


have teſtified, what I ſhew'd before, that the 


old imputations caſt upon it, as being a dead 
letter and an heap of tautologies, can have 
no foundation, but in ourſelves. The pre- 
tended want of inward ſpirit or outward de- 
cency in it can ariſe only from the indeyo- 
tion and misbehaviour of us the uſers, or ra- 
ther abuſers of it. 

What then is to be done, chat we may cut 
off theſe occaſions from men, yea rather that 
we may give no offenſe to God, by a more 
right diſcharge of this our bounden duty and 
| ſervice in the houſe of God? The ſame as is 
required in our worldly yocations. For as 


theſe cannot be known without ſtudy, nor 


| praQtiſed without knowledge; ſo undoubtedly 
| neither can the ſacred duty of publick wor- 
| thip. Yer, as I mention'd, both the know- 
| ledge 
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Serm. "ſhe and practice of this duty are eaſily at- 


1 
4 


II tained, being compriſed in the narrow com- l. 
paſs of our Liturgy, with the orders and uſa- i 


ges appertaining: which by frequenting the 
Church without other inſtructions is often = 
learn'd of courſe or as by rote, even by the 
loweſt of the people; and by too many, tis 
to be fear d, often practiſed by rote. What ol 
we thus ignorantly practiſe, let us know bet- 
ter why we practiſe, Let us learn the reaſon, 
ſenſe and propriety of all things pertaining E 


8 this our daily offering. And if we know 5 
- it, we mult eſteem it; and if we eſteem ir, e 
we ſhall offer it up with affection; which will = 
neceſſarily create devotion in the ſoul and de- I 

cency in the body, the proper and full ſacri- In 

fice of the whole man. int 

Let us then, my Brethren, ſtudy to know fy 

and to perform this bleſſed duty and employ- ſha 

ment above and before all our worldly ſtudies og 

or yocations; fince this not only (as I ſaid) e 

crowns and bleſſes them all, but when choſe int 

| ceaſe with age, will remain our chief work diff 

and great comfort at the cloſe of our days; % 

and will moreoyer accompany us beyond b . 

. death into immortality. For tho' we know 4 | 

not yet what we ſhall be, or what we ſuall ** 

do hereafter ; yet thus much is revealed unto Þ r, 


us, that we ſhall for ever worſhip God, and 
that fl 


are borrowed from and countenanced by the 


that ſitteth thereon, praifing him for his mer- 


nion, uniting us by his eternal Spirit to his 


in publick worſhip.” iT 9 
chat after the analogy or manner We 35 now E 
on earth. As our Churches made with hands . 
are figures of the true, the heavenly ſanctu- 
ary; ſo the worſhip appointed in it, is for- 
med in imitation, as far as might be known, 
of the worſhip of the bleſſed ſpirits above. Some 


of the Hymns we ſing, were ſung by Angels; 
and the habits and geſtures uſed in our Church, 


precedents of the Church triumphant: to the 
intent, that by our preſent imitation we might 
be gradually fitted for our admiſſion into it. 
And ſhall we not ſtudy this holy employment, 
which will be our employment for ever? Oh 
that bleſſed Day, when we ſhall be received 
into the heavenly Choir; where all ſupplica- 
tions for ourſelves and interceſſions for others, 
ſhall ceaſe with the ſubjects of them, which 
are our wants and miſeries; where our pray- 
ers ſhall be exalted into praiſes, our litanies 
into hallelujahs; where there ſhall be no more 
diſputes and cavils at the habits and geſtures 
of the ſanctuary; but we ſhall all with union 
of hearts and uniformity of geſtures fall down 
before the throne of glory, and worſhip him 


cy, who forgiving all our fins and our diffe- 
rences has reconciled us into one commu- 
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Serm. lege and practice of this duty are eaſily at- 


tained, being compriſed in the narrow com- 
Y paſs of our Liturgy, with the orders and uſa- 


ges appertaining: which by frequenting the 


Church without other inſtructions is often 


learn'd of courſe or as by rote, even by the 


loweſt of the people; and by too many, tis 
to be fear'd, often practiſed by rote. What 
we thus ignorantly practiſe, let us know bet- 
ter why we practiſe. Let us learn the reaſon, 
ſenſe and propriety of all things pertaining 
to this our daily offering. And if we know 


it, we mult eſteem it; and if we eſtecm it, 


we ſhall offer it up with affection; which will 
neceſſarily create deyotion in the ſoul and de- 


cency in the body, the proper and full ſacri- 


fice of the whole man. 

Let us then, my Brethren, ſtudy to know 
and to perform this bleſſed duty and employ- 
ment aboye and before all our worldly ſtudies 
or yocations; ſince this not only (as I ſaid} 
crowns and bleſſes them all, but when thoſe 
ceaſe with age, will remain our chief work 
and great comfort at the cloſe of our days; 
and will moreoyer accompany us beyond 


death into immortality. For tho' wwe know 
not yet what we ſhall be, or what we {lal! 
do hereafter ; yet thus much is revealed unto 


us, that we ſhall for eyer worlhip God, and 
that 
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that after the analogy or manger we 8 now Saw 


on earth. As our Churches made with hands 
are figures of the true, the heavenly ſanctu- 
ary; ſo the worthip appointed in it, is for- 
med in imitation, as far as might be known, 
of the worſhip of the bleſſed ſpirits above. Some 
of the Hymns we ſing, were ſung by Angels; 
and the habits and geſtures uſed in our Church, 


are borrowed from and countenanced by the 


precedents of the Church triumphant: to the 
intent, that by our preſent imitation we might 
be gradually fitred for our admiſſion into it. 
And ſhall we not ſtudy this holy employment, 
which will be our employment for ever? Oh 


that bleſſed Day, when we ſhall be received 


into the heavenly Choir; where all ſupplica- 
tions for ourſelves and interceſſions for others, 
ſhall ceaſe with the ſubjects of them, which 
are our wants and miſeries; where our pray- 
ers ſhall be exalted into praiſes, our litanies 
into hallelujahs; where there ſhall be no more 
diſputes and cavils at the habits and geftures 
of the ſanctuary; but we ſhall all with union 
of hearts and uniformity of geſtures fall down 
before the throne of glory, and worſhip him 


that ſitteth thereon, praiſing him for his mer- 
cy, who forgiving all our ſins and our diffe- 


rences has reconciled us into one commu- 
nion, uniting us by his eternal Spirit to his 


Son 
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2 Ferm. Lai Chrif eas, — by Chrift 0 the Fa- 
III. cher three Perſons and one God, who then 
. be all in all. 
Now to this one Goch immortal, inviſible, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, 
ory; Praiſe, now and for evermore: mer. 
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